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THE    MISSOURI    PERSECUTIONS. 


I. — ZION. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  had  been 
organized  in  these  last  days  less  than  a 
year,  when  the  Lord  commanded  the 
Elders  to  go  into  the  western  countries 
and  call  upon  the  inhabitants  to  repent; 
and  inasmuch  as  they  did  so  they  were 
to  build  up  churches  unto  the  Lord. 
The  Saints  were  to  gather  up  their 
riches  that  they  might  be  prepared  with 
one  heart  and  with  one  mind  to  pur- 
chase an  inheritance,  which  would  after- 
wards be  pointed  out  to  them,  "And  it 
shall  be  called  The  New  Jerusalem,  a 
land  of  peace,  a  city  of  refuge,  a  place  of 
safety  for  the  Saints  of  the  Most  High 
God.  And  the  glory  of  God  shall  be 
there,  and  the  terror  of  the  Lord  shall 
also  be  there,  insomuch  that  the  wicked 
will  not  come  unto  it,  and  it  shall  be 
called  Zion.'' 

The  word  Zion  is  variously  employed: 
This  is  Zion:  The  pure  in  heart.  (Doc.  & 
Cov.)  In  this  instance  the  word  refers 
to  a  people  who  are  declared  to  be  the 
pure  in  heart.  In  the  south  part  of  Jeru- 
salem is  a  hill  frequently  spoken  of  in 
Jewish  Scripture  as  Zion,  or  Mount  Zion. 
Then  Enoch,  the  seventh  from  Adam, 
gathered  the  righteous  and  built  a  city 
"that  was  called  the  City  of  Holiness: 
even  Zion."  The  Lord  in  speaking  to 
Enoch  about  the  great  events  to  take 
place  in  the  last  days,  in  which  He 
would  come  to  the  earth  in  His  glory, 
said  He  would  with  righteousness  and 
truth  sweep  the  earth  as  with  a  flood,  to 
gather  His  elect  to  "An  Holy  City  *  * 
and  it  shall  be  called  Zion, a  new  Jerusa- 
lem." The  Nephite  Prophet,  Moroni,  who 


made  an  abridgement  from  the  writings 
of  Ether,  the  last  prophet  of  the  ancient 
Jaredites,  tells  us  that  Ether  in  vision 
saw  the  days  of  the  coming  of  the  Son 
of  Man,  and  that  "he  spake  concerning 
a  New  Jerusalem  upon  this  land"(Amer- 
ica),  that  was.  to  be  built  up  unto  the 
remnant  of  the  seed  of  Joseph(Ether  13). 
Jesus  also  after  the  resurrection,  when 
He  visited  the  Nephites  in  America, told 
them  that  He  would  establish  them  upon 
this  land,  and  if  the  Gentiles  would  not 
harden  their  hearts,  but  would  repent  of 
their  sins,  they  should  be  included  in 
the  Covenant,  and  should  assist  in 
building  up  the  City  of  Zion,  or  New 
Jerusalem  (III  Nephi). 

The  word  Zion  then  is  applied  to  a 
people;  it  is  the  name  of  a  hill  in  the 
south  part  of  Jerusalem;  it  is  the  name 
of  a  city  built  by  Enoch  and  his  people; 
it  is  to  be  the  name  of  a  city  built  in  the 
last  days  by  the  Saints  of  the  Most  High 
upon  the  Continent  of  America;  and,  as 
before  stated,  the  Church  had  been 
organized  less  than  a  year  when  the 
Saints  were  commanded  to  prepare 
themselves  to  purchase  the  lands  upon 
which  the  city  is  to  stand;  although  the 
Lord  at  that  time  did  not  reveal  to  them 
where  the  city  would  be  located. 

On  the  sixth  of  June,  183 1,  a  confer- 
ence was  held  at  Kirtland,  Ohio,  and  the 
day  following  the  Lord  called  by  name 
twenty-eight  Elders  to  go  in  different 
directions  through  the  western  States 
two  by  two  "preaching  by  the  way  in 
every  congregation,  baptizing  by  water, 
and  the  laying  on  of  hands  by  the  water's 
side,"     They  were  to  meet  in  Missouri 
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to  hold  a  conference,  and  the  Lord 
promised  that  if  they  would  be  faithful 
He  would  reveal  to  them  the  place  of 
the  City  of  Zion. 

The  Elders  started  on  this  mission, 
some  of  them  going  on  foot,  and  others 
going  part  way  by  stage  and  steamboat. 
Joseph  Smith  and  three  companions 
traveled  in  this  way  to  St.  Louis,  and 
thence  went  on  foot  to  Independence, 
Jackson  County,  arriving  there  about 
the  middle  of  July.  In  a  few  days  the 
other  Elders  began  to  arrive.  These 
men  had  suffered  all  the  hardships  in- 
cident to  so  long  a  journey  performed 
for  the  most  part  on  foot,  through  a 
sparsely  settled  country  in  the  hot 
summer  months.  Nor  were  sore  feet, 
weary  limbs,  and  hunger  and  thirst  all 
they  had  to  endure;  to  these  things  were 
added  the  insults  of  the  bigoted,  the 
abuse  of  the  ignorant,  and  the  scorn 
of  the  unbeliever;  and  all  forsooth,  be- 
cause they  believed  that  God  had  again 
spoken  from  heaven  and  restored  to  the 
earth  the  Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God. 

The  Elders  who  had  now  come  to 
Missouri,  however,  were  not  the  first 
Elders  of  the  Church  who  had  come  to 
that  "goodly  land."  In  October,  the 
year  previous,  the  Lord  had  called  upon 
Oliver  Cowdery,  Peter  Whitmer,  Parley 
P.  Pratt  and  Ziba  Peterson  to  go  on 
a  mission  to  the  Lamanites  inhabiting 
the  Western  States  and  the  Indian 
Territory.  On  their  journey  westward 
they  stopped  at  Kirtland,  Ohio,  where 
they  converted  a  number  to  the  Gospel, 
and  organized  a  branch  of  the  Church. 
Here  F.  G.  Williams  joined  them  and 
accompanied  them  to  Missouri.  They 
arrived  in  Independence  in  midwinter, 
and  two  of  the  company  being  tailors 
went  to  work  at  that  business.  The 
others  crossed  the  frontier  line, and  held 
several  meetings  among  the  Delaware 
Indians.  The  jealousies  of  the  sectar- 
ian missionaries,  however,  were  soon 
aroused.  They  falsely  charged  the 
Elders  with  disturbing  the  peace,  and 
through  their  influence  with  the  Indian 
Agents  secured  their  banishment  from 
the  Indian  Country. 

These   Elders   met  in   Independence 


on  the  fourteenth  of  February  and 
appointed  Parley  P.  Pratt  to  return  to 
headquarters,  and  report  their  labors  to 
Joseph  Smith.  After  enduring  much 
fatigue  and  sickness,  Elder  Pratt  arrived 
in  Kirtland  where  he  found  the  Prophet 
Joseph  to  whom  he  reported  the  labors 
of  himself  and  companions.  The  other 
Elders  of  this  Indian  mission  remained 
in  Jackson  County  preaching  the  Gos- 
pel, and  baptized  a  number  of  their 
converts  into  the  Church;  so  that  when 
Joseph  and  the  Elders  arrived  at  Inde- 
pendence in  July,  1S31,  they  were  met 
by  Elder  Cowdery  and  his  associates. 
Of  this  meeting  Joseph  said:  "The  meet- 
ing of  our  brethren  who  had  long 
waited  our  arrival,  was  a  glorious  one,, 
and  moistened  with  many  tears.  It 
seemed  good  and  pleasant  for  brethren 
to  meet  together  in  unity.  But  our 
reflections  were  great,  coming  as  we  had 
from  a  highly  cultivated  state  of  society 
in  the  east,  and  standing  now  upon  the 
confines  or  western  limits  of  the  United 
States,  and  looking  into  the  vast  wilder- 
ness of  those  that  sat  in  darkness;  how 
natural  it  was  to  observe  the  degrada- 
tion, leanness  of  intellect,  ferocity  and 
jealousy  of  a  people  that  were  nearly  a 
century  behind  the  time,  and  to  feel  for 
those  who  roamed  about  without  the 
benefit  of  civilization,  refinement,  or 
religion;  yea  and  to  exclaim  in  the 
language  of  the  Prophets  'When  will 
the  wilderness  blossom  as  a  rose?' 
When  will  Zion  be  built  up  in  her  glory, 
and  where  will  thy  Temple  stand,  unto 
which  all  nations  shall  come  in  the  last 
days?"  The  last  question  was  answered 
a  day  or  so  later  in  which  the  Lord  in- 
formed the  Elders  that  Missouri  was 
the  land  appointed,  and  consecrated  for 
the  gathering  of  the  Saints — it  was  the 
land  of  promise,  the  place  for  the  city 
of  Zion — Independence  being  the  centre 
place,  and  the  temple  site  was  lying  a 
short  distance  west  from  the  court  house. 
The  Saints  were  commanded  to  pur- 
chase the  lands  in  the  regions  round 
about,  and  prepare  to  build  up  the  city 
of  which  the  prophets  have  spoken. 
They  esteemed  themselves  highly  favored 
of  the  Lord  thus  to  be  chosen  to  com- 
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mence  the   foundation  of   Zion   in  the 
Centre  Stake  thereof. 

A  branch  of  the  Church  known  as  the 
Colesville  branch,  so-called  because  they 
formerly  lived  in  Colesville,  Broom 
County,  New  York,  arrived  about  the 
last  of  July,  and  settled  on  the  borders 
of  a  fertile  prairie  in  Kaw  township, 
twelve  miles  west  of  Independence,  and 
not  far  from  the  present  location  of 
Kansas  city.  On  the  second  of  August, 
in  the  settlement  of  the  Colesville  Saints 
the  first  log  was  laid  for  a  house,  as  the 
foundation  of  Zion.  The  log  was  carried 
by  twelve  men  in  honor  of  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Israel;  and  Elder  Sidney  Rig- 
don  consecrated  and  dedicated  the  Land 
of  Zion  for  the  gathering  of  the  Saints. 
Thus  the  work  of  building  up  the  center 
Stake  of  Zion  commenced,  and  though 
the  commencement  was  humble  in  the 
extreme,  the  final  result  shall  be  the 
erection  of  a  city  that  shall  be  the 
crowning  glory  of  the  whole  earth:  a  city 
from  which  shall  go  forth  the  Law  of  the 
Lord  unto  all  nations,  for  is  it  not 
written;  "The  Law  shall  go  forth  from 
Zion?"  It  shall  be  a  city  of  refuge,  for 
the  Lord  has  said:  "Every  man  who  will 
not  take  up  his  sword  against  his 
neighbor  must  needs  flee  to  Zion  for 
safety."  The  wicked  will  consider  her 
inhabitants  terrible,  while  the  righteous 
out  of  every  nation  will  come  unto  it 
with  songs  of  everlasting  joy  in  their 
hearts.  (Doc.  &  Cov.,  Sec.  45). 

The  land  in  which  this  city  is  to  be 
built  will  ever  be  of  interest  to  the 
Saints, and  therefore  we  give  the  follow- 
ing description  of  that  section  of  Mis- 
souri: 

The  Missouri  River,  though  flowing 
east  in  the  main,  takes  a  meandering 
course  through  the  State  to  which  it  has 
given  its  name.  The  "river  bottom"  is 
alow'level  strip  of  land  on  either  bank 
"of  the  stream,  and  varies  in  width  from 
a  few  hundred  yards  to  several  miles. 
The  character  of  the  soil  in  the  bottom 
is,  of  course,  alluvial,  and  very  fertile, 
some  parts  of  it  being  under  cultivation. 
The  Missouri  is  said  to  be  a"treacherous 
stream"  by  the  people  living  on  its 
banks.     By  that  they  mean  it  frequently 


changes    its    channel.     Several    places 
were   pointed   out   to   me,  as   I   passed 
down  the  river,  that  used  to  be  the  main 
channel   of  the  stream;  but   which  are 
now  overgrown  with  trees,  underbrush, 
and  fields  of  waving  corn;   while   here 
and  there  the  stream  is  cutting  its  banks, 
and  mass  after  mass  of  sandy  alluvial 
deposit  of  former  times  is  caving  in — 
the   river  is   cutting    for    itself   a   new 
channel — or  moving  obstructions   from 
an  old  one  in  which  it  flowed  ages  ago. 
But  however   often   the   Missouri   may 
change  its   banks,  it   never  leaves  the 
river  bottoms,  for  the  reason  that  these 
bottoms  are  walled  in  by  the  "bluffs." 
The  word  bluff  naturally  suggests  to  the 
mind  rugged  cliffs  rising  almost  perpen- 
dicularly   from    the   bottoms    to    dizzy 
heights — but  such  are  not  the  bluffs   of 
the  Missouri.     While   occasionally   one 
may  see  a  bold   cliff  rising    from    the 
water's  edge  and  towering  aloft  in  awful 
majesty,   yet,  they  are  not    numerous. 
The    Missouri   bluffs  are  sharp  rolling 
hills  that  run  parallel  with  the  river  on 
either  side,  and   are   usually   timbered. 
They  vary  in  width,  sometimes  extend- 
ing ten  or  fifteen  miles,  and  then  again 
narrowed  down  to  a  few  hundred  yards 
by    some    patch     of    prairie    that    ap- 
proaches very  nearly  to  the  river  bank. 
Back  from  these  bluffs  are  stretched 
out  grand  rolling  prairies,  the  extent  of 
which  quite  bewilders  one.    They  are- 
divided   into   what  appears   to   be   im- 
mense meadows  by  the  strips  of  timber 
land  which  invariably  border  the  wind- 
ing streams.     Standing  on  an  eminence 
that  overlooks  these    alternate  prairie 
and  timber  lands,  extending  as  they  do 
as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach — with  here  and 
there  a  crowning  hill  ornamented  with  a 
pretentious  white  farm  house — or  some 
more  humble  dwellinghidden  from  your 
view  by  the  thick   foliage  of  the   trees 
surrounding  it;  this  with  cattle  feeding  on 
a  thousand  hills,  and  all  bathed  in  the  soft 
golden  light   of  the  setting  sun,  while 
from  all  around  comes  the  twittering  of 
birds,  lowing  of  cows,  and  the  bleating 
of  sheep  all  in  sweet  confusion — is  very 
likely  to  make  the  beholder  imagine  him- 
self in  some  enchanted  realm.     But  to  be 
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more  particular:  Jackson  County, where 
is  to  be  built  the  Center  Stake  of  Zion, is 
in  ninety-four  west  longitude, and  thirty- 
nine  north  latitude,  being  nearly  equally 
distant  from  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico;  also  about  midway  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans.  The 
climate  is  delightful,  being  mild  three- 
fourths  of  the  year;  though  the  summers 
are  wanner  and  its  winters  colder  than 
are  the  •  same  seasons  in  Salt  Lake 
Valley. 

The  soil  is  a  rich  black  loam,  in  places 
intermingled  with  sand  and  clay,  and  is 
from  two  to  ten  feet  in  depth,  with  a 
subsoil  of  a  fine  quality  of  clay.  Both 
climate  and  soil  are  favorable  to  the 
production  of  all  the  fruits  and  vege- 
tables of  the  warm  temperate  climate: 
not  only  the  hardy  cereals  such  as  oats, 
barley,  wheat,  rye,  buck-wheat,corn,etc, 
but  also  tobacco,  cotton,  flax,  sweet- 
potatoes,  and  all  other  common  vege- 
tables, also  apples,  pears,  apricots,  per- 
simmons, plums  of  many  varieties,  the 
luscious  peach,  the  delicious  grape,  and 
a  great  many  kinds  of  berries.  I  think 
it  is  Stanley  who,  in  speaking  of  some 
parts  of  Africa,  says, "The  people  merely 
tickle  the  soil  with  a  hoe,  and  it  laughs 
with  plenty."     So  with  the  land  of  Zion. 

Though  the  supply  of  timber  useful 
for  lumbering  purposes  is  nearly  ex- 
hausted, you  still  find  luxuriant  growths 
of  hickory,  some  black  walnut,  a  variety 
of  oaks,  plenty  of  elm,  cherry,  honey- 
locust,  mulberry,  bass-wood,  and  box- 
elder;  huge  sycamores  and  cottonwoods 
in  the  river  bottoms,  also  hard  and  soft 
maple.  Formerly  many  wild  animals 
roamed  over  the  prairies,  or  lived  in  the 
woods;  such  as  the  buffalo,  elk,  deer, 
bear,  wolf,  beaver,  and  many  smaller 
animals;  together  with  wild  turkeys, 
geese,  quail,  and  a  variety  of  singing 
birds,  in  short,  it  was  once  the  hunter's 
paradise.  Civilization,  however,  has 
driven  away  nearly  all  these  animals, 
especially  the  larger  ones;  but  they  are 
replaced  by  the  domestic  species  so 
useful  to  man, both  for  food  and  clothing, 
as  well  as  rendering  him  valuable  assist- 
ance in  his  labors. 


The  clay,  of  which  there  is  unlimited 
quantities,  makes  a  fine  quality  of  brick; 
and  at  no  very  great  distances  are  stone 
quarries  which  supply  a  good  quality  of 
light-colored  sand  stone,  so  that  sub- 
stantial building  material  may  be  said  to 
be  plentiful — such  is  the  land  of  Zion 
as  I  found  it — a  land  with  resources  well 
nigh  unlimited,  a  land  yielding  an  abund- 
ance of  all  useful  products,  though  but 
indifferently  cultivated  by  the  husband- 
men who  possess  it — a  land  of  surpassing 
loveliness, though  its  beauties  are  marred 
rather  than  increased  by  those  who 
inhabit  it. 

The  land  being  thus  bountiful  in  its 
products  when  it  is  defiled  under  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  the  mind  naturally 
inquires,  what  will  it  be  when  the  curse 
shall  be  removed — when  it  shall  be  pos- 
sessed by  the  Saints  of  the  Most  High, 
who  will  consecrate  liberally  of  their 
substance  for  the  building  of  Zion;  and 
all  their  exertions  will  be  to  glorify  God, 
and  benefit  mankind — when  covetous- 
ness  is  subdued  and  virtue  and  righteous- 
ness shall  reign  in  every  heart — and 
when  under  the  blessings  of  Jehovah 
the  land  shall  yield  in  its  strength? 
When  the  glory  of  Lebanon  shall  be 
brought  to  Zion,  the  fir  tree,  the  pine 
tree,  and  the  box  tree  together;  when 
for  brass,  will  be  brought  gold;  and  for 
iron,  silver;  for  wood,  brass;  and  for 
stones, iron;  to  glorify  the  place  of  God's 
Sanctuary!  Surely  when  this  shall 
come  to  pass,  the  land  of  Zion  shall  be 
the  perfection  of  beauty! 

In  the  northern  part  of  Jackson 
County,  about  three  or  four  miles  south 
of  the  Missouri  river,  is  the  little  town 
of  Independence.  It  is  located  midway 
between  two  small  rivers  which  flow 
northward  into  the  Missouri;  the  stream 
on  the  west  is  called  Big  Blue;  the  one  on 
the  east  Little  Blue.  It  is  situated  too,  in 
one  of  those  strips  of  river  bluffs  already 
described  as  sharp  rolling  hills,  many  of 
which  at  one  time  were  covered  with  a 
fine  growth  of  timber.and  even  now  some 
of  them  are  partially  covered  with  beauti- 
ful groves.  Independence  contains  five 
thousand  inhabitants,  quite  a  number  of 
whom  are  colored.    The  business  part 
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of  the  town  is  built  facing'  the  four  sides 
of  a  public  square, in  the  centre  of  which 
stands  an  elegant,  two-story,  brick 
court-house,  with  a  tower  on  the  east 
front.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  variety  of 
ever-green  shrubbery  and  trees, enclosed 
by  an  iron  picket  fence,  mounted  on  a 
stone  foundation.  The  business  houses, 
as  in  all  towns  of  this  size,  are  inferior 
structures,  and  not  at  all  in  keeping  with 
the  well  built  court  house  and  its  pleas- 
ant surroundings.  From  the  corners  of 
the  square  are  roads  leading  into  the 
country,  and  very  good  roads  they  are 
too,  but,  speaking  generally,  very  little 
that  is  favorable  can  be  said  of  the  streets 
of  Independence.  They  are  narrow, 
irregular,  a  number  of  them,  I  judge, 
impassable  for  vehicles,  the  only  evi- 
dence of  their  ever  having  been  used, 
being  a  well-beaten,  winding  foot-path 
through  the  rank  weeds, leading  to  some 
humble  dwelling.  Along  the  main 
thoroughfares  are  sidewalks  either  of 
planks,  or  rough,  undressed  flat  stones, 
but  in  places  they  are  sadly  in  need  of 
repairs.  The  town  is  irregularly  laid  off. 
In  passing  along  the  streets  one  occa- 
sionally comes  upon  a  number  of  tumble 
down  frame  cabins,  grouped  promiscu- 
ously together;  now  you  come  to  a  neat 
cottage  home,  quietly  nestled  in  a  grove 
of  trees,  and  then  to  a  palatial  residence 
surrounded  by  well  kept  lawns,  shrub- 
bery, and  flower  gardens;  which  stand 
as  evidence  of  what  this  blessed  spot  is 
capable  of  when  those  who  possess  it, 
shall  carefully  cultivate  it. 

Taking  the  road  running  west  from  the 
court  house  for  a  scant  half  mile,  you 
come  to  the  summit  of  a  crowning  hill, 
the  slope  of  which  to  the  south  and  west 
is  quite  abrupt,  but  very  gradual  toward 
the  north  and  east.  The  crown  of  the 
hill,  about  an  acre  and  a  half  in  area,  per- 
haps more,  is  enclosed  by  a  barbed  wire 
fence — this  is  the  Temple  Lot,  looking 
northeast,  and  is  shown  at  the  top  of  the 
engraving  which  appears  in  this  num- 
ber of  the  Contributor. 

It  was  upon  this  spot,  on  the  third  day 
of  August, 1831,  that  Joseph  Smith,  Sidney 
Rigdon,  Edward  Partridge.W.  W.Phelps, 
Oliver    Cowdery,     Martin    Harris    and 


Joseph  Coe — and  another  person  whose 
name  I  cannot  learn,  for  there  were  eight 
in  all — men  with  whom  the  Lord  was  well 
pleased,  assembled,  to  dedicate  this  place, 
as  the  Temple  site  in  the  Center  Stake  of 
Zion.    The  following  psalm  was  read: 

"The  Lord  loveth  the  gates  of  Zion  more  than 
all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob.  Glorious  things  are 
spoken  of  Thee,  O  city  of  God. 

"I  will  make  mention  of  Rahab  and  Babylon 
to  them  that  know  me:  behold  Philistia  and 
Tyre,  with  Ethiopia;  this  man  was  born  there. 

"And  of  Zion  it  shall  be  said,  This  and  that 
man  was  born  in  her;  and  the  Highest  himself 
shall  establish  her. 

"The  Lord  shall  count  when  he  writeth  up  the 
people,  that  this  man  was  born  there.  As  well 
the  singers,  as  the  players  on  instruments  shall 
be  there:  all  my  springs  (hopes)  are  in  thee." 

Joseph  then  dedicated  the  spot  where 
is  to  be  built  a  temple,  on  which  the 
glory  of  God  shall  rest.  Yea,  the  Great 
God  hath  so  decreed  it,  saying:  "Verily, 
this  generation  shall  not  pass  away  until 
an  house  shall  be  built  unto  the  Lord, 
and  a  cloud  shall  rest  upon  it,  which 
cloud  shall  be  even  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  which  shall  fill  the  house  and  the 
sons  of  Moses,  and  also  the  sons  of 
Aaron  shall  offer  an  acceptable  offering 
and  sacrifice  in  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
which  house  shall  be  built  unto  the  Lord 
in  this  generation,  upon  the  consecrated 
spot  as  I  have  appointed." 

Having  given  a  descripton  of  the  land 
of  Zion  and  the  little  village  of  Inde- 
pendence, it  may  be  interesting  to  learn 
something  concerning  the  city  of  Zion 
that  shall  yet  stand  there  to  the  glory 
of  our  God.  Of  necessity  our  descrip- 
tion will  be  imperfect,  as  the  available 
materials  for  such  description  are  very 
meagre.  While  the  prophets  have  written 
much  concerning  Zion  and  her  future 
glory,  their  rapturous  effusions  do  not 
furnish  matter  for  a  definite  description 
of  the  city.  In  June,  1833,  however, 
Joseph  Smith  and  the  Elders  in  Kirtland, 
Ohio, sent  a  plat  of  the  city  to  the  brethren 
in  Missouri.  We  have  been  unable  to 
find  the  plat,  but  an  explanation  of  it  is 
recorded  in  the  History  of  Joseph  Smith,- 
from  which  we  learn  the  following: 

•Mill.  Star,  Vol.  14,  p.  438. 
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The  city  plat  is  one  mile  square, 
divided  into  blocks  containing  ten  acres 
each — forty  rods  square — except  the 
middle  range  of  blocks  running  north 
and  south;  they  will  be  forty  by  sixty 
rods,  containing  fifteen  acres,  having 
their  greatest  extent  east  and  west. 
The  streets  will  all  be  eight  rods  wide 
intersecting  each  other  at  right  angles.* 
The  tier  of  blocks  forty  by  sixty  rods 
will  be  reserved  for  public  buildings, 
temples,  tabernacles,  school  houses, etc. 

All  the  other  blocks  will  be  divided  into 
half  acre  lots,  a  four  rod  front  to  every 
lot,  and  extending  back  twenty  rods. 
In  one  block  the  lots  will  run  from  the 
north  and  south,  and  in  the  next  one 
from  the  east  and  west,  and  so  on  alter- 
nately throughout  the  city,  except  in  the 
range  of  blocks  reserved  for  public 
buildings.  By  this  arrangement  no  street 
will  be  built  on  entirely  through  the 
street;  but  on  one  block  the  houses  will 
stand  on  one  street,  and  on  the  next  one 
on  another  street.  All  the  houses  are 
to  be  built  of  brick  or  stone;  and  but  one 
house  on  a  lot,  which  is  to  stand  twenty- 
five  feet  back  from  the  street,  the  space 
in  front  being  for  lawns,  ornamental 
trees,  shrubbery,  or  flowers  according  to 
the  taste  of  the  owners;  the  rest  of  the 
lot  will  be  for  gardens,  etc. 

It  is  supposed  that  such  a  plat  when 
built  Up  will  contain  fifteen  or  twenty 
thousand  population,  and  that  they  will 
require  twenty-four  buildings  to  supply 
them  with  houses  for  public  worship 
and  schools.  These  buildings  will  be 
temples,  none  of  which  will  be  less  than 
eighty-seven  feet  by  sixty-one,  and  two 

*By  this  arrangement,  it  will  be  observed  that 
the  blocks  in  the  city  cannot  be  uniformly 
forty  rods  square  (except  the  middle  range  of 
blocks  running  north  and  south  which  are  to 
be  forty  by  sixty),  as  the  plat  east  and  west 
would  lack  twenty-eight  rods,  and  north  and 
south  eight  rods  of  being  sufficient  for  such  an 
arrangement.  Either  the  outside  tier  of  blocks 
must  be  less  than  forty  rods  square,  or  the  city 
plat  must  be  more  than  a  mile  square.  It  must 
be  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  rods  east  and 
west,  (instead  of  three  hundred  and  twenty)  by 
three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  north  and 
south.— B.  H.  R. 


stories  high,  each  story  to  be  fourteen 
feet,  making  the  building  twenty-eight 
feet  to  the  square.  I  say  none  of  the 
temples  will  be  smaller  than  this,  but  of 
course  there  will  be  others  much  larger 
than  this  one;  the  above,  however,  are 
the  dimensions  of  the  one  the  Saints 
were  commanded  to  build  first. 

Lands  on  the  north  and  south  of  the 
city  will  be  laid  off  for  barns  and  stables 
for  the  use  of  the  city,  so  there  will  be 
no  barns  or  stables  in  the  city  among 
the  houses. 

Lands  for  the  agriculturist  are  also  to 
be  laid  off  on  the  north  and  south  of  the 
city  plat,  but  if  sufficient  cannot  be  laid 
off  without  going  too  great  a  distance, 
then  farms  are  to  be  laid  off  on  the  east 
and  west  also:  but  the  tiller  of  the  soil, as 
well  as  the  merchant  and  mechanic  will 
live  in  the  city.  The  farmer  and  his 
family,  therefore,  will  enjoy  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  schools,  public  lectures  and 
meetings.  His  home  will  no  longer  be 
isolated,  and  his  family  denied  the 
benefits  of  society,  which  has  been  and 
always  will  be,  the  great  educator  of  the 
human  race;  but  they  will  enjoy  the  same 
privileges  of  society  and  can  surround 
their  houses  with  as  much  refinement  as 
will  be  found  in  the  homes  of  the  mer- 
chant or  the  banker. 

"When  this  square  is  thus  laid  off  and 
supplied, lay  off  another  in  the  same  way," 
said  Joseph  to  those  to  whom  the  city  plat 
was  sent,  "and  so  fill  up  the  world  in  these 
last  days, and  leteveryman  live  in  the  city, 
for  this  is  the  city  of  Zion." 

B.  H.  Roberts. 


Of  all  vanities  of  fopperies  the  vanity 
of  high  birth  is  the  greatest.  True  nobility 
is  derived  from  virtue,  not  from  birth. 
Titles,  indeed,  may  be  purchased,  but 
virtue  is  the  only  coin  that  makes  the 
bargain  valid. — Burton. 

Heed  how  thou  livest.     Do  no  act  by  day 
Which   from    the   night   shall    drive    thy  peace 

away. 
In  months  of  sun  so  live  that  months  of  rain 
Shall  still  be  happy.     Evermore  restrain 
Evil  and  cherish  good,  so  shall  there  be 
Another  and  a  happier  life  for  thee. 

—  Whit  tier. 
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I  was  recently  a  passenger  on  a  Union 
Pacific  train,  which  was  toiling  up  the 
heavy  grades  of  the  Weber,  when  a 
fellow  traveler,  one  of  a  group  who  had 
been  discussing  "Mormonism,"made  the 
statement  that  polygamy  was  not  the 
worst  of  Utah  evils,  that  the  serious 
problem  was  the  union  of  Church  and 
State.  Subsequently,  I  learned  that  this 
man  was  a  physician  practicing  in  one 
of  the  largest  towns  of  the  Territory 
and  a  member  of  the  Liberal  Party. 
The  same  idea  has  been  advocated  by 
Governor  Murray.  There  is  perhaps  no 
doubt,  in  the  event  of  the  country's  be- 
coming satisfied  that  polygamy  can  no 
longer  be  practiced,  through  the  opera- 
tion of  restrictive  measures,  that  our 
friends,  the  Liberals,  will  immediately 
begin  to  war"upon  the  unrepublican  and 
and  un-American  condition  of  affairs 
wherein  the  State  is  made  subservient  to 
the  Church."  I  do  not  remember  ever 
to  have  heard  it  stated,  it  would  be  en- 
tertaining to  learn,  just  how  far  they 
would  like  the  "Mormon"  Church  to  dis- 
integrate and  how  much  of  religion  they 
would  be  good  enough  to  mete  out  to  a 
Latter-day  Saint. 

What  is  there  to  this  cry?  If  there  is 
no  Utah  law  establishing  a  State  religion 
or  respecting  an  establishment  thereof, 
there  is  no  quotation  of  the  Constitution 
in  this  particular.  Our  statutes  will  be 
searched  in  vain  for  such  a  law. 

An  ordinance  was  passed  in  the  early 
history  of  the  Territory  incorporating 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  granting  to  this  people  as  a  cor- 
poration, powers  of  suing  and  being 
sued,  establishing  order  and  regulating 
worship,  holding  real  and  personal 
estate,  electing  trustees,  of  doing  all 
things  for  the  government  of  the  Church, 
with  the  proviso  that  "each  and  every 
act  so  established  *  *  shall  relate  to 
solemnities,sacraments, ceremonies  *  *  * 
and  are  not  inconsistent  with  or  repug- 
nant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  or  of  this  State  and  are  founded 
in  the  revelations  of  God."  etc. 


Any  candid  mind  must  admit  concern- 
ing this  act  that  it  does  not  in  any  way 
attempt  to  establish  "Mormonism"  as  a 
State  religion;  or  to  do  more  than  to  en- 
dow the  Church  with  corporate  powers. 
It  has  been  said  that  in  several  particulars 
it  borders  upon  the  unconstitutional;  viz., 
in  that  it  places  no  limit  upon  the  amount 
of  Church  property;  in  that  it  authorizes 
the  use  of  such  property  in  any  manner 
that  the  trustee  shall  judge  to  be  for  the 
wellbeing  of  the  Church;  in  thatit  relieves 
such  property  from  taxation. 

To  which  objections  it  may  be  replied, 
that  the  amount  of  authorized  Church 
property  varies  among  the  different 
States,  the  question  being  one  of  public 
policy  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  legis- 
lature. It  is  true  that  a  limit  is  usually 
prescribed;  it  is  equally  true  that  as  a 
general  rule,  the  limits  apply  to  the  in- 
dividual congregations  of  the  Churches, 
throughout  the  various  towns  of  the 
States;  and  that  the  aggregate  value  of 
the  property  of  any  popular  denomina- 
tion is  practically  unlimited  in  each  State. 

Congress  has  seen  fit  to  limit  the 
amount  of  real  estate  that  may  be  held 
in  a  Territory  by  any  Church  to  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  This  of  course  sup- 
ercedes the  enactment  referred  to.  It  is 
urged  that  this  law  of  Congress  is  evaded 
by  the  "Mormon"  Church  and  that  real 
estate  vastly  more  valuable  than  the 
amount  mentioned,  is  held  by  its  func- 
tionaries for  it, throughout  the  Territory. 
Considering  the  growth  of  all  of  the 
Territory  since  the  passage  of  this  re- 
striction, 1S62,  the  provision  does  not 
seem  to  be  a  reasonable  one;  the  limit 
in  question  might  easily  be  reached  by 
the  aggregate  value  of  the  land  of 
two  or  three  individual  congregations. 
The  offense  of  the  "Mormon"  Church 
in  this  respect  is  greater  than  that  of  any 
other  denomination  represented  in  the 
Territories,  only  in  proportion  as  its 
following  is  greater. 

It  may  be  further  stated  that  the  legis- 
lature of  Utah  never  refused  to  offer 
churches  the  privileges  it  extended  to 
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the  "Mormon"  Church.  Moreover,  the 
law  of  incorporation  has  not  only  infer- 
entially  but  actually  met  with  Congres- 
sional consideration  and  has  been  con- 
firmed except  in  so  far  as  it  might 
constructively  legalize  plural  marriages. 
There  need  be  nothing  more  said  on 
the  point,  except  to  point  out  the  fact 
that  the  hue  and  cry  of  "Church  and 
State"  must  be  based  on  other  matter. 

To  continue  the  search  of  the  statutes 
of  the  Territory,  we  find  a  law  incorpor- 
ating the  Perpetual  Emigration  Fund  Co., 
which  has  been  jumped  upon  by  the 
conspirators  as  carrion  upon  a  carcass. 
It  has  been  stated  that  this  Company 
received  a  grant  of  exclusive  power 
concerning  the  emigration  of  the  poor. 
This  is  a  wilful  perversion  of  fact.  It  is 
a  fact  that  this  is  the  only  colonizing 
society  which  has  applied  for  corporate 
powers;  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  any  similar  organization  without 
the  pale  of  the  Church,  would  meet 
with  ready  incorporation.  It  was  un- 
fortunate that  escheat  of  decedent's 
property  should  have  been  made  to  a 
company  formed  under  the  wing  of  the 
Church.  There  is,  however,  this  to  be 
said  concerning  all  of  our  early  laws, 
that  when  we  consider  that  for  a  great 
many  years  the  entire  population  of  the 
Territory,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
were  Latter-day  Saints,and  that  therefore 
the  citizens  were  Saints,  and  the  Saints, 
the  citizens,  it  is  a  monumental  tribute  to 
the  patriotism  and  Americanism  of  our 
early  lawmakers  that  they  were  able  so 
successfully  to  separate  Church  and 
State.  With  the  exception  of  the  pro- 
vision just  referred  to,  and  a  few  paren- 
thetical expressions  such  as  that  in  the 
act  of  Church  incorporation,  which 
intimates  that  God  reveals  His  mind  to 
the  Latter-day  Saints,  there  is  nothing 
which  even  looks  to  discrimination 
against  non-"Mormons"  in  favor  of 
"Mormons."  And  in  this  respect,  the 
statements  of  our  opponents  have  been 
uncandid;  they  have  seized  these  fervid 
interlineations  as  bases  for  argument,and 
have  blindly  refused  to  acknowledge 
that  the  plain  provisions  of  the  laws 
have  been  unpartizan. 


It  has  been  objected  that  the  legisla- 
ture has  vested  alien  women,  when  they 
become  the  wives  of  citizens  with  the 
right  to  vote.  The  objection  is  baseless. 
In  no  less  than  twelve  of  the  States  is 
the  right  to  suffrage  vested  in  aliens, 
under  certain  conditions.  To  close  the 
discussion  as  to  the  recognition  of  the 
"Mormon"  Church  by  local  laws,  it  may 
be  stated  that  Congress  has  expressly 
reserved  to  itself  the  right  to  alter  or 
amend  any  Territorial  law;  it  has  not 
found  anything  objectionable  in  our  laws 
in  this  most  important  respect. 

If  then,  there  is  not  union  of  Church 
and  State  legally  authorized,  it  may  be 
asserted  that  the  cry  has  no  substantial 
foundation;  that  this  cry  is  used  as  a  red 
flag  to  excite  popular  frenzy,  while  the 
real  objects  of  the  onslaught  are  con- 
cealed. The  objection  to  the  "Mormon"' 
people  is  that  they  are  united.  It  is 
claimed  that  servility  is  the  basis  of  this 
union.  We  will  investigate  the  grounds 
for  such  a  charge. 

It  may  be  safely  asserted  that  every 
"Mormon"  is  a  member  of  the  People's 
Party.  What  does  the  People's  Party 
mean  to  a  Latter-day  Saint?  It  means 
the  party  to  which  his  friends  belong, 
the  party  which  seeks  for  his  greater 
political  freedom,  which  would  change 
the  political  slavery  of  territorial  govern- 
ment into  the  freedom  of  statehood;  it 
means  the  party  to  which  the  lifelong  resi- 
dents of  the  Territory  belong,  the  party 
of  those  who  have  the  highest  material 
and  political  interests  of  the  people  at 
heart.  What  does  the  Liberal  party 
mean  to  a  Latter-day  Saint?  It  means 
the  party  that  has  defamed  the  lives  of 
those  who  have  been  the  greatest  friends 
of  the  Territory;  who  would  exchange 
the  political  slavery  of  the  territorial 
government  for  the  darker  bondage  of  a 
government  by  commission;  who  would 
disfranchise  himself  and  his  friends  for 
belief's  sake;  imprison  those  he  believes 
to  be  doing  God's  will;  who  are  mostly 
carpet-baggers,  and  often  men  of  im- 
morality; whom  he  believes  to  be  often 
spoilshunters.  In  other  language,  is  there 
logic  in  expecting  a  "Mormon"  to  con- 
template with  serenity,  to  say  nothing  of 
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affiliating  with  those  who  are  engaged 
in  making  war  at  once  upon  his  political, 
material  and  religious  interests?  What 
is  there  then  to  the  often  repeated  slan- 
der that  "Mormons"  are  driven  to  unity 
by  the  threats  of  a  dominant  Priest- 
hood? It  needs  no  argument  to  punc- 
ture such  muslin  tissued  trash. 

Therefore,  it  is  to  be  said,  if  a  man  is 
a  "Mormon,"  he  needs  no  incentive  in 
the  way  of  threatened  disfavor,  to  unite 
him  with  his  brethren.  When  he  ceases 
to  be  a  "Mormon,"  of  what  avail  would 
such  threats  be?  If  the  anti-"Mormon" 
statement  of  the  existence  of  Church  and 
State  in  Utah,  must  stand  upon  a  position 
so  untenable  that  a  man  must  be  at  the 
same  time  a  friend  and  an  enemy  of  the 
dominant  Church,  it  is  time  it  fell. 

It  may  be  replied  to  the  above  that 
the  Liberal  objection  is  not  so  much 
that  the  people  are  united,  as  it  is  that 
they  resign  into  the  hands  of  their 
leaders,  the  nominating  power.  Con- 
cerning this  point  it  may  be  admitted 
that  leaders  often  express  preferences 
for  certain  nominations;  that,  however, 
our  friends,  the  enemy,  greatly  exagger- 
ate the  frequence  of  what  they  term 
this  interference,  is  undoubted.  And 
of  this  ''interference"  it  is  to  be  said, 
that  in  the  "Mormon"  Church,  ecclesias- 
tical administration  is  entrusted,  not  to 
men  specially  educated  for  the  ministry, 
but  to  those  members  of  the  community 
who  surpass  in  practical  wisdom  and 
mental  strength.  Their  advice  is  sought 
in  every  day  affairs  of  life;  they  are  res- 
pected as  the  natural  leaders  of  the  com- 
munity; they  are  respected  as  men  who 
are  friends  of  the  people  and  workers  for 
the  general  welfare;  their  public  posi- 
tions are  such  as  to  give  them  superior 
opportunities  of  learningthe peculiarities 
of  men;  they  are  known  to  have  made  a 
serious  study  of  matters  of  public  interest. 
If  their  preferences  are  often  given  it  is 
because  they  are  often  sought. 

Or,  admitting  that  there  are  those 
among  the  "Mormon"  people,  who 
resent  any  such  suggestions  as  unwar- 
ranted, and  believe  in  the  capacity  of 
the  people  to  unite  on  proper  candi- 
dates, yet  there  remains  the  reflection  to 


such  that  nominees,  while  not  being  the 
ones  they  would  prefer,  are  yet  in  nearly 
all  cases, unobjectionable;  and  then  arises 
the  query,  "Is  it  wiser  that  I  should 
unite  with  the  enemies  of  the  party,  for 
such  indeed  they  are,  or  sacrifice  per- 
sonal preferences  to  the  public  weal?" 
It  is  a  principle  of  universal  application 
among  parties  that  so  long  as  honest 
and  capable  men  are  nominated,  the 
party  must  be  prior  to  self.  If  this  is 
true  among  Democrats  and  Republicans, 
whose  principles  differ  so  slightly,  how 
forcibly  should  it  apply  to  a  member  of 
the  People's  party  who  has  in  front  of 
him,  those  who  strive  to  rob  him  of 
every  right.  Therefore,  I  say,  both  to 
those  who  would  in  any  case  regard  the 
advice  of  tried  and  experienced  men  as 
desirable,  and  those  who  regard  it  as  an 
interference,  there  is  but  one  course, 
and  that  is  union.  This  is  of  course  on 
the  assumption  of  honest  nominations. 
In  conclusion,  it  may  be  stated: 

First.  That  there  are  absolutely  no 
legal  discriminations  in  Utah  between 
"Mormons"  and  Gentiles.  The  rights 
of  suffrage  and  of  holding  office  are  ex- 
tended to  all  alike,  as  are  the  equal  pro- 
tection of  the  laws.  That  the  Church 
of  Latter-day  Saints  is  in  no  sense  a 
legally  established  Church. 

Second.  That  the  "Mormon"  people 
are  united  because  there  is  absolutely 
no  other  reasonable  thing  for  them  to  do. 

Third.  That  if  Church  leaders  are  in- 
fluential in  politics,  it  is  because  their  ad- 
vice is  sought  as  the  advice  of  men  whose 
lives  have  been  devoted  to  the  welfare  of 
Utah;  if  they  offer  their  advice,  it  is  be- 
cause they  have  an  absolute  right  to 
do  so. 

The  people  of  the  "Mormon"  Church 
are  dominant  in  Utah,  not  because  they 
are  favored  by  the  law,  but  because  they 
are  the  majority;  whenever  the  opposi- 
tion becomes  more  numerous  they  will 
rule,  since  the  laws  of  Utah  provide  for 
a  government  of  the  majority.  Would 
that  the  "Mormon"  people  were  as  cer- 
tain of  freedom  of  belief,  at  least,  under 
the  rule  of  their  adversaries,  as  their 
adversaries  are  now  secure  in  their 
privileges.  Richard  IV.  Young, 
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It  will  be  necessary  to  divide  this  sub- 
ject and  consider  it  under  appropriate 
headings,  and  even  then  treat  the  matter 
in  a  very  brief  way,  referring  more  par- 
ticularly to  it  as  the  science  of  religion. 

Apostle  Parley  P.  Pratt  has  given  the 
best  definition  I  have  ever  seen,  to  the 
term  Theology;  from  which  I  will  copy, 
that  we  may  have  a  clear  conception  of 
its  meaning.     He  says: 

"First.  Theology  is  the  science  of  communi- 
cation, or  of  correspondence  between  God, 
angels,  spirits  and  men,  by  means  of  visions, 
dreams,  interpretations,  conversations,  inspir- 
ations, or  the  spirit  of  prophecy  and  revelation. 

"Second,  It  is  the  science  by  which  worlds 
are  organized,  sustained  and  directed,  and  the 
elements  controlled." 

"Third.  It  is  the  science  of  knowledge,  and 
the  key  and  power  thereof,  by  which  the  heavens 
are  opened,  and  lawful  access  is  obtained  to  the 
treasures  of  wisdom  and  intelligence — inexhaust- 
ible, infinite,  embracing  the  past,  the  present, 
and  the  future. 

"Fourth.  It  is  the  science  of  life,  endless  and 
eternal,  by  which  the  living  are  changed  or 
translated,  and  the  dead  raised. 

"Fifth.  It  is  the  science  of  faith,  reformation, 
and  remission  of  sins,  whereby  a  fallen  race  of 
mortals  may  be  justified,  cleansed  and  restored 
to  the  communion  and  fellowship  of  that  Holy 
Spirit  which  is  the  light  of  the  world,  and  of 
every  intelligence  therein. 

"Sixth.  It  is  the  science  of  spiritual  gifts,  by 
which  the  blind  see,  the  deaf  hear,  the  lame 
walk,  the  sick  are  healed,  and  demons  are  ex- 
pelled from  the  human  system. 

"Seventh.  It  is  the  science  of  all  other  sciences 
and  useful  arts,  being,  in  fact,  the  very  fountain 
from  which  they  emanate.  It  includes  philos- 
ophy, astronomy,  history,  mathematics,  geogra- 
phy, languages,  the  science  of  letters,  and  blends 
the  knowledge  of  all  matters  of  fact,  in  every 
branch  of  art  or  of  research.  It  includes,  also 
all  the  scientific  discoveries  and  inventions, 
agriculture,  the  mechanical  arts,  architecture, 
shipbuilding,  the  properties  and  applications  of 
the  mariner's  compass,  navigation  and  music. 
All  that  is  useful,  great  and  good,  all  that  is 
calculated  to  sustain, comfort,  instruct, edify,  puri- 
fy, refine  or  exalt  intelligences, originated  by  this 
science,  and  this  science  alone,  all  other  sciences 
being  but  branches  growing  out  of  this,  the 
root." 


From  the  definition  given,  it  will 
be  seen  that  Theology  is  the  foundation, 
the  basis  of  all  correct  education  and 
should  be  considered  first  in  importance 
in  all  places  of  learning;  and  without 
some  attention  is  given  to  what  might 
be  termed,  the  more  spiritual  part  of  the 
subject,  an  education  is  actually  danger- 
ous to  its  possessor. 

In  what  I  may  say  regarding  it,  I  shall 
confine  myself  more  particularly  to  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel  as  anciently 
taught  by  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 
Christ,  and  revealed  in  this  generation 
to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  and 
as  now  taught  by  the  Elders  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints. 

Now  the  first  principle  of  revealed 
religion  is  Faith.  It  is  the  first  principle 
of  the  Gospel  as  taught  by  our  Savior 
and  afterward  by  His  apostles  and  disci- 
ples. The  Apostle  Paul  in  his  Epistle  to 
the  Hebrews  gives  us  the  definition  of 
Faith.  He  says:  "Now  faith  is  the  sub- 
stance (assurance)  of  things  hoped  for: 
the  evidence  of  things  not  seen." 

We  learn  from  the  Bible  that  we  must 
have  faith  in  God,  believe  that  He  is  (or 
exists)  and  that  he  is  the  rewarder  of  all 
those  who  diligently  serve  Him.  It  is 
evident,  therefore,  that  faith  in,  or 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  a  God  is 
the  basis,  the  foundation  upon  which  the 
whole  superstructure  of  Theology  is 
built,  and  hence  it  becomes  necessary  to 
examine  at  the  onset  the  foundation  of 
our  faith,  or  the  evidence  we  may  have 
showing  the  existence  of  a  God.  The 
knowledge  which  we  possess  upon  this 
subject  has  come  to  us  from  three  differ- 
ent sources,  the  first  of  which  is  Tradi- 
tion. 

The  dawn  of  intelligence  in  youth 
prompts  this  question:  "Who  made  the 
earth  on  which  we  live?"  The  mother  or 
father  answers:  "It  was  God  who  rules 
and  reigns  in  the  heavens  above,  who  is 
our  great  Father,  and  He  is  the  maker 
of  all  we  see."  This  question  and  answer 
have    been   repeated  again   and   again 
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even  from  the  days  of  father  Adam  down 
to  the  present,  and  thus  this  tradition  is 
handed  down  from  parents  to  children 
as  one  generation  succeeds  another,  and 
all  the  enlightened  world  are  thus  taught 
by  tradition  that  there  is  a  God.  This 
answer  satisfies  the  minds  of  children, 
but  as  they  grow  older,  they  come  in 
possession  of  far  greater,  and  more  sat- 
isfactory information  upon  this  import- 
ant subject.  They  are  told  that  men 
have  been  so  greatly  blessed  as  to  be 
privileged  to  see  Him  and  converse  with 
Him  face  to  face.  We  read  in  the  third 
chapter  of  Genesis  commencing  at  the 
eighth  verse  that  God  talked  with  Adam 
and  Eve  after  they  had  partaken  of  the 
forbidden  fruit.Hechided  them  for  having 
done  so,  and  expelled  them  from  the 
beautiful  Garden  of  Eden  in  which  He 
had  placed  them.  In  Gen.  v:  24  we 
learn  that  Enoch,  one  of  the  sons  of 
Jared,  walked  with  God  even  for  three 
hundred  years  and  finally  was  trans- 
lated, for  God  took  him.  We  are  told  in 
Gen.  vi,  that  Noah  was  a  just  man  and 
perfect  in  his  generations,  and  that  he 
walked  and  talked  with  God,  and  God 
saved  him  and  his  household  from  a 
watery  grave  while  He  destroyed  all  the 
rest  of  the  human  family. 

A  little  later  there  was  another  great 
and  good  man  called  Abram.  It  would 
appear  that  God  loved  this  man  lor  He 
appeared  to  him  and  spoke  to  him  many 
times,  and  blessed  him  exceedingly. 
The  twelfth  chapter  of  Gen.  commences 
as  follows:  "Now  the  Lord  said  unto 
Abram,  Get  thee  out  of  thy  country,  and 
from  thy  kindred,  and  from  thy  father's 
house,  unto  a  land  that  I  will  show  thee: 
And  I  will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation, 
and  I  will  bless  thee,  and  make  thy 
name  great;  and  thou  shalt  be  a  blessing: 
And  I  will  bless  them  that  bless  thee, 
and  curse  them  that  curseth  thee:  and  in 
thee  shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be 
blessed." 

In  the  seventeenth  chapter  of  Genesis 
we  are  told  that  God  talked  to  him 
again  and  changed  his  name  from  Abram 
to  Abraham,  and  promised  him  great 
blessings.  Again  in  the  next  chapter  we 
have  a  very  interesting  account  of  a  visit 


of  the  Lord  to  this  good  man;  it  com- 
mences as  follows: 

"And  the  Lord  appeared  unto  him(Abraham) 
in  the  plain  of  Mamre;  and  he  sat  in  the  tent 
door  in  the  heat  of  the  day;  And  he  lifted  up  his 
eyes  and  looked,  and  lo,  three  men  stood  by 
him;  and  when  he  saw  them;  he  ran  to  meet 
them  from  the  tent  door,  and  bowed  himself 
toward  the  ground,  and  said,  My  Lord,  if 
now  I  have  found  favor  in  thy  sight,  pass  not 
away,  I  pray  thee,  from  thy  servant." 

This  conversation  and  all  that  took 
place  at  that  time  as  recorded  in  that 
chapter  are  intensely  interesting,  but  I 
do  not  deem  it  best  to  copy  lurther,  yet 
I  will  state  that  He  was  seen  by  Sarah 
also,  at  this  time,  as  well  as  upon  several 
other  occasions. 

In  Gen.  xxvi:  2  we  read:  "And  the 
Lord  appeared  unto  him,  (Isaac)  and 
said,  Go  not  down  into  Egypt;  dwell  in 
the  land  which  I  shall  tell  thee  of."  From 
which  reference  we  learn  that  Isaac  saw 
the  God  of  Israel,  and  heard  his  voice 
and  received  instructions  from  Him 
direct.  In  the  twenty-fourth  verse  of  the 
same  chapter  we  are  told  that  He  ap- 
peared to  him  again,  and  promised  to 
bless  and  multiply  him. 

The  twenty-fourth  chapter  of  Exodus 
the  ninth  and  tenth  verses  read  as  follows: 
"Then  went  up  Moses  and  Aaron, Nadab 
and  Abihu,  and  seventy  of  the  Elders  of 
Israel,  and  they  saw  the  God  of  Israel: 
and  there  was  under  His  feet  as  it  were  a 
paved  work  of  a  sapphire  stone,  and  as 
it  were  the  body  of  heaven  in  his  clear- 
ness." Here  we  have  an  account  of  at 
least  seventy-four  persons  having  seen 
Him  at  once,  and  from  the  reading  of 
the  next  verse  it  would  appear  that  many 
more  saw  Him  at  the  same  time.  The 
prophet  Isaiah  tells  us  (Is.  vi:)  that  he  saw 
Him.  He  says:  "In  the  year  that  King 
Uzziah  died  I  saw  the  Lord  sitting  upon 
a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and  His 
train  filled  the  temple." 

We  might  continue  to  enumerate  in- 
stances from  the  Old  Testament  where 
the  Almighty  has  shown  himself  to 
prophets  and  good  men  anciently,  but 
we  will  now  refer  to  a  few  instances 
recorded  in  the  New  Testament,  and  to 
some  from  the  Book  of  Mormon.    The 
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first  we  will  notice  is  recorded  in  Acts 
v":  55.  56.  The  martyr  Stephen,  "being 
full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  looked  up  stead- 
fastly into  heaven,  and  saw  the  glory  of 
God,  and  Jesus  standing  on  the  right 
hand  of  God,  and  said,  Behold,  I  seethe 
heavens  opened,  and  the  Son  of  man  on 
the  right  hand  of  God."  Again  John  the 
Revelator,while  upon  the  Isle  of  Patmos 
was  permitted  to  see  Him.  Hear  his 
testimony  as  recorded  in  Rev.  xx:  it,  12: 

"And  I  saw  a  great  white  throne,  and  Him 
that  sat  on  it,  from  whose  face  the  earth  and  the 
heavens  fled  away;  and  there  was  found  no 
place  for  them," 

"And  I  saw  the  dead,  small  and  great,  stand 
before  God;  and  the  books  were  opened;  and 
another  book  was  opened,  which  is  the  book 
of  life,  and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of  those 
things  which  were  written  in  the  books,  accord- 
ing to  their  works." 

The  references  I  have  given  from  the 
Bible  will  suffice  from  that  Holy  Book 
and  we  will  now  call  your  attention  to 
I  Nephi  i:  4,  5,  and  also  to  Ether  i:  8,  re- 
corded in  the  Book  of  Mormon.  We  are 
•here  informed  that  God  showed  himself 
to  Nephi  and  also  to  Mahonri  Morian- 
cumer,  the  brother  of  Jared,  on  account 
of  their  good  works  and  great  faith  in 
Him. 

In  the  present  generation  He  has 
revealed  himself  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith,  and,we  are  assured  by  as  power- 
ful testimony  as  men  can  give  that 
others  have  heard  his  voice.  The  testi- 
mony here  referred  to  is  that  of  Oliver 
Cowdery,  David  Whitmer  and  Martin 
Harris, who  affirmed  that  they  heard  the 
voice  of  God^declare  that  the  Book  of 
Mormon  had  been  translated  by  the  gift 
and  power  of  God.  This  testimony 
given  by  well  to  do,  honest  farmers  can 
not  possibly  be  controverted.  Such 
straightforward  and  positive  testimony 
given  by  such  reliable  men,  against  a 
human  being,  would  criminate  him  be- 
fore any  tribunal  on  earth,  and  it  will 
stand  as  a  bright  testimony  at  the  last 
day  against  all  who  reject  that  sacred 
record. 

From  these  references  we  see  that  He 
has  shown  himself  to  many  of  his  chil- 
dren and  that  He  is  willing  to  do  so  from 


time  to  time  must  be  evident  to  all,  as 
He  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  and  we 
are  told  to  "seek  and  we  shall  find,  to 
knock  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  us." 
Thus  the  Lord  has  placed  it  in  our 
power  to  know  for  ourselves,  and,  to 
inspire  faith  in  us  sufficient  to  cause  us 
to  seek  Him,  He  has  made  these  things 
manifest.  He  has  not,  therefore,  left 
His  children  to  grovel  along  in  the  dark- 
ness, for  while  He  has  not  seen  proper 
to  show  His  face  to  all  men,  we  have 
the  strongest  testimonies  and  assurances 
from  the  best  men  who  have  ever  lived, 
that  they  have  seen  Him  and  conversed 
with  Him.and  the  testimony  of  these  per- 
sons should  have  great  weight  with  all 
men,and  inspire  them  with  faith  and  con- 
fidence in  His  existence.  But  there  is 
still  another  revelation  given  to  all  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  Adam  of  the  ex- 
istence of  a  God;  and  that  is  made 
manifest  in  examining  His  works. 

When  we  examine  the  works  of  nature 
we  see  such  great  wisdom  displayed  in 
all  their  ramifications  that  we  cannot  but 
conclude  that  there  must  have  been  a 
designer,  for  where  there  is  no  designer, 
there  is  no  order;  all  is  chaos  and  con- 
fusion. When  we  examine  the  works  of 
intelligence,  for  example,  those  of  a 
watch,  we  find  that  harmony  exists 
throughout  all  its  parts,  and  the  most 
skeptical  would  not  question  for  one 
moment  that  it  had  a  designer  and 
maker.  No  one  would  say  that  it  is  the 
work  of  chance.  No  one  would  examine 
the  perfections  of  a  steam  engine  and 
declare  it  to  be  the  work  of  accident. 
And  we  must  remember  that  everything 
that  has  no  designer,  is  the  work  of 
chance;  and  keeping  this  fact  in  view, 
let  us  examine  a  few  of  the  works  of 
nature. 

Let  us  make  a  brief  survey  of  the 
earth  upon  which  we  live,  first  with 
regard  to  its  formation,  to  see  whether 
it  was  designed  for  the  habitation  of 
animal  life  or  not.  Geologists  tell  us 
that  the  inside  of  the  earth  is  extremely 
hot,  even  a  mass  of  melted  rocks,  etc., 
and  approaching  the  circumference  it 
gradually  becomes  cooler  until  is  found 
the   hard   granite  globe    enclosing  the 
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melted  rocks  of  which  we  have  spoken, 
and  after  that  different  formations  and 
strata  of  rocks,  until  reaching  the  sur- 
face of  rich  soil  adapted  to  the  produc- 
tion of  grains  and  fruits  of  all  kinds  and 
descriptions.  Now  if  this  formation  were 
the  work  of  chance,  why  were  the 
rocky  strata,  the  hard  granite  not  given 
as  the  surface  for  the  earth  and  the  rich 
soil  placed  near  the  centre?  The  globe 
would  then  have  been  uninhabitable. 
Again  if  blind  accident  arranged  this 
matter,  why  is  it  that  the  gold,  the  silver, 
the  iron,  and  all  other  useful  metals  are 
placed  near  the  surface  of  the  earth, 
within  the  reach  of  man  ?  Why  is 
coal  placed  so  near  the  surface  of  the 
earth? 

The  air  we  breathe  is  composed  of 
seventy-nine  parts  of  nitrogen  to  twenty- 
one  parts  of  oxygen,  and  were  it  not 
mixed  in  just  that  proportion  the  con- 
sequences would  be  very  serious  upon 
us.  If  there  were  less  oxygen  there 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  purify  our 
blood,  and  warm  our  bodies  and  the 
result  is  evident.  On  the  contrary  if 
there  were  more  oxygen  it  would  be  too 
much  for  our  systems,  and  we  would 
soon  burn  up.  Can  all  these  things  be 
mere  accidents? 

Again,  where  did  this  vegetation  come 
from  which  covers  the  earth,  and  what 
is  it  for?  Why  is  it  not  all  of  one  kind, say 
the  willow?  Why  should  there  be  more 
than  one  kind,  and  that  without  fruit, 
flowers  or  leaves?  If  we  attribute  to 
blind  accident  all  the  wisdom  and  in- 
telligence of  a  God,  could  these  things 
have  been  more  wisely  designed  and 
executed  than  they  are? 

We  find  the  earth  teeming  with  vege- 
tation,of  all  forms  conceivable, the  lovely 
foliage,  the  green  carpet  of  grass,  dotted 
here  and  there  with  fragrant  flowers, 
of  never  ending  variation,  and  whose 
beauty  excels  by  far  all  the  efforts  of 
mortals  to  imitate.  Witness  the  great 
variety  of  trees,  varied  in  form,  height, 
foliage,and  fruit, but  all  bearing  indisput- 
able evidence  of  a  designer.  Who  has 
not  been  struck  with  astonishment  at 
observing  the  grain-bearing  plants,  and 
the  uses  for  which  they  are  so  wisely 


designed?  How  great  is  their  number, 
and  how  perfectly  are  they  suited  for 
the  uses  and  the  necessities  of  men  and 
animals.  Is  there  anything  which  man 
needs  that  is  not  abundantly  supplied? 
Then  blind  accident  guessed  well. 

Now  with  regard  to  the  origin  of  these 
plants,  trees,  etc.  Where  did  they  come 
from?  Who  placed  the  seed  in  the 
earth?  We  must  remember  that  science 
declares  that  the  outside  of  this  earth 
was  once  barren  rock,  so  hot  as  to 
entirely  destroy  every  vestige  of  seeds 
of  any  and  every  kind,  had  there  been 
any  upon  the  earth.  Will  wheat  spring 
up  where  no  seed  is  strewn?  Will  corn 
come  up  when  none  is  planted? 

We  all  know  that  on  natural  principles 
we  reap  of  the  kind  we  sow,  and  when 
we  do  not  sow  we  cannot  expect  to  reap. 
Scientific  men  have  taken  good  soil  and 
after  subjecting  it  to  sufficient  heat  to 
destroy  the  germs  or  seeds  of  plant  life, 
which  might  chance  to  be  in  it,  have 
then  placed  it  in  the  most  convenient 
condition  to  produce  vegetable  life,  but 
they  learned  positively,  what  they  sus- 
pected before,  that  is,  that  seed  or  germs 
must  be  put  in  the  earth  in  order  to  pro- 
duce plant  life,  thus  establishing  beyond 
a  doubt  that  this  earth  would  have  ever 
remained  a  bleak  and  barren  waste  had 
not  some  kindly  hand  strewed  upon  its 
surface  seeds  of  every  kind,  from  the 
majestic  oak  down  to  the  lower  orders 
of  plants.  And  further,  the  same  kindly 
hand  devised  most  wisely  what  kinds  of 
trees  and  plants  would  best  serve  the 
purposes  of  animal  life,  for  had  blind 
accident  directed  in  the  matter  there 
might  have  been  but  kw  classes,  and 
none  of  them  fruit  or  grain  bearing  or 
even  adapted  for  food  for  the  lower 
grades  of  animal  life. 

We  might  examine  in  like  manner  the 
leaf  arrangement  of  the  plants  to  give 
them  the  benefit  of  the  sunlight,  for 
this  purpose  they  are  arranged  with 
mathematical  precision,  but  we  will  pass 
that  by  and  notice  briefly  some  peculiar- 
ities of  animal  life  which  most  forcibly 
impress  one  as  showing  forth  in  a  strik- 
ing degree  the  wisdom,  power  and  good- 
ness of  a  creative  being:. 
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If  we  examine  the  higher  order  of 
animal  life,  man,  we  find  him  a  most 
wonderful  creature.  He  has  feet  upon 
which  to  walk,  hands  and  arms  to 
supply  his  wants,  eyes  to  guide  his 
footsteps,  ears  to  warn  him  of  approach- 
ing danger,  lungs  to  purify  his  blood, 
liver  to  assist  in  digestion,  heart  to 
assist  in  the  circulation  of  his  blood, 
vocal  organs  to  express  his  wants  and 
communicate  his  ideas  to  his  fellows 
and  reason  to  preside  over  and  direct 
all  his  acts. 

Now  were  these  eyes  made  that  man 
might  see?  Then  blind  accident  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  Were  his  lungs 
intended  to  purify  the  blood?  Then 
blind  accident  had  nothing  to  do  with 
them.  Were  the  feet  intended  to  sup- 
port him  in  walking?  Then  blind  acci- 
dent had  nothing  to  do  in  forming  them. 
Then  what  about  the  reasoning  faculties 
and  all  the  other  parts?  Do  not  all 
declare  in  language  that  cannot  be 
doubted,  the  existence,  the  power,  the 
wisdom  and  goodness  of  a  good,  great 
and  alwise  Creator? 

Most  certainly  if  any   one   has   been 


skeptical  he  surely  cannot  remain  so 
after  having  examined  the  beautifully 
designed,  and  executed  works  of  nature, 
and  on  comparing  them  with  the  dispro- 
portioned  and  deformed  works  of 
chance.  While  I  might  mention  a 
thousand  other  unmistakable  evidences 
of  the  existence  of  a  God,  I  feel  that  it  is 
unnecessary,  that  all  the  proof  that  is 
necessary  has  been  adduced,  and  that 
the  foundation  for  our  faith  is  broad  and 
deep,  being  visible  to  all  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  Adam,  and  that  the  evi- 
dences thereof  are  sufficient  to  inspire  a 
faith  that  should  never  be  shaken.  God 
lives,  and  rules  in  heaven  above,  and 
He  designed  and  formed  all  things  for 
the  happiness  of  His  children,  and  Pie 
requires  of  us  perfect  obedience  to  His 
laws  and  commandments,  that  by  faith 
we  may  increase  in  knowledge  until  we 
shall  see  and  know  Him  and  understand 
His  mighty  works.       James  Z.  Stewart. 


Many  people  take  no  care  of  their 
money  till  they  come  nearly  to  the  end 
of  it;  others  do  just  the  same  with  their 
time. 
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The  circumstances  in  which  the  Latter- 
day  Saints  are  at  the  present  time  placed, 
are  such  as  call  forth  the  highest  degree 
of  heroism,  or,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
most  craven  cowardice.  For  it  is  true 
as  the  wisest  has  said,  "no  man  can 
serve  two  masters." 

A  certain  law  has  been  given  to  the 
Church  which  must  be  obeyed,  or  pen- 
alties great  and  terrible  will  be  the 
result.  For  more  than  thirty  years  that 
law  has  been  preached  and  practiced  by 
the  Saints.  Our  Elders  have  every- 
where proclaimed  that  God  has  given 
this  commandment  to  the  Church  and 
that  He  will  sustain  those  who  obey 
it.  A  certain  law  of  man  is  now  placed 
in  direct  opposition  to  this  law  of  God, 
and  the  question  is  thereby  put  straight 
to  every  Latter-day  Saint  (male  or  fe- 
male) "which  master  do  you  intend  to 


serve — which  law  will  you  elect  to  defy? 
One  or  the  other  you  must  ignore.  Your 
enemies  have  placed  you  in  that  un- 
pleasant position,  that  you  are  forced  to 
become  "defiers  of  the  law;"  it  is  only 
left  for  you  to  choose,  which  law.  For 
one  or  the  other— God's  or  man's — you 
must  set  at  defiance. 

The  Latter-day  Saint  who  has  lived 
his  religion — attended  to  his  prayers,  his 
meetings,  his  every  little  duty,  honestly, 
conscientiously,  humbly,  before  God — 
such  a  Saint  will  not  be  long  in  making 
up  his  mind  which;  but  those  who  have 
neglected  these  little  duties  will  find  it 
more  difficult.  And  now  if  we  examine 
closely  into  the  history  of  the  past, 
who  will  we  find  most '  honored  and 
honorable — the  heroes  at  whose  shrine 
v/e  all  love  to  fall  down  and  wor- 
ship?     They    are    those    who  in   their 
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day  and  time  were  "defiers  of  the 
law." 

Christ  himself  was  the  greatest  of 
these.  The  Judge  before  whom  he  was 
tried  was  anxious  to  extort  a  promise 
from  Him  that  He  would  renounce  His 
claims  and  obey  the  law.  But  He  would 
not  promise,"He  opened  not  his  mouth." 
He  suffered  on  the  cross,  but  Pilate  and 
the  "fifty-five  millions,"  (mostly  fools,  I 
fancy)  did  not  succeed  in  grinding  the 
institution  to  powder,  as  they  thought. 
No,  it  was  the  Roman  Empire  that  was 
"ground  to  powder"  that  time,  and  the 
cause  of  those  hated,  law  defiers,  flour- 
ishes to  this  day. 

Later  on  we  have  a  Luther  standing 
up  before  all  the  world  "defying  the 
laws."  All  Luther  was  required  to  do 
was  "simply  to  come  back  within  the 
laws."  "Fool"  that  he  was,  did  he  not  see 
more  than  "fifty-five  millions"  opposed 
to  him.  To  the  average  looker  on  it 
must  have  appeared  certain  that  Luther 
must  do  one  of  three  things,  "obey  the 
laws,  whip  the  whole  Christian  world, 
or  emigrate."  We  all  know  what  Luther 
did.  He  went  to  that  Diet  of  Worms 
with  a  firm  determination  that  he  could 
not  recant — that  he  could  not  obey  their 
laws.  And  why?  Because  their  laws 
were  unjust.  As  he  journeyed  on  his 
way  to  that  memorable  Diet,  the  people 
who  "sympathized  with  the  law-break- 
ers" and  who,  therefore,  "were  not  in 
sympathy  with  the  prosecution,"  re- 
minded Luther  how  much  depended  on 
his  being  firm  in  his  resistance  to  law. 
From  many  a  window  or  door  as  he 
journeyed  along  he  heard  these  words: 
"He  that  denies  me  before  men, him  will 
I  deny  before  my  Father."  Thank  God! 
Luther  did  not  "deny  Him,"  but  was 
firm  in  his  law  defying. 

And  still  later  we  have  a  Cromwell 
with  his  little  band  of  Puritan  brethren, 
"defying  the  laws."  Some  of  these  law 
defiers  did  have  to  emigrate — they  came 
over  in  the  May  Flower  in  1620.  Sing- 
ular that  we  should  be  so  proud  of  these 
"law  breakers,"  that  we  are  anxious  to 
trace  our  lineage  back  to  law  breaking, 
Puritan  stock!  Oliver  Cromwell  with 
his    cousin    John    Hampden     had    the 


audacity  to  believe  that  certain  "ship 
money"  laws  were  unconstitutional. 
The  case  was  taken  to  the  Supreme 
Court  and  decided  against  Hampden. 
The  law  was  declared  constitutional. 
But  Cromwell  with  his  band  of  Puritans 
"defied  the  law."  He  used  to  say,  "There 
is  a  company  of  poor  men  that  will 
spend  all  their  blood,  rather  than  see  it 
settled  so."  They  did  "spend  their 
blood,"  and  settled  it,  not  as  the  Su- 
preme Court  had  decided;  and  all  the 
world  is  to-day  glad  that  Cromwell  was 
a  valiant  "law  breaker,"  and  that  the 
decision  of  that  Supreme  Court  went  for 
what  it  was  worth. 

Something  more  than  a  hundred  years 
after  Cromwell's  time,  there  grew  up  a 
strong  band  of  "law  breakers"  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  with  George  Wash- 
ington at  their  head.  The  government 
had  passed  certain  laws  which  these 
people  considered  unjust.  It  is  true  the 
Courts  of  the  country  were  against  these 
defiers  of  the  law,  but  that  made  no 
difference.  If  the  government  levied  too 
high  a  tax  on  tea,  those  law  breakers 
quietly  dumped  the  tea  into  the  Boston 
Harbor,  and  defied  the  government. 
Doubtless  the  press  of  the  mother  coun- 
try was  busy  in  those  days  showing  up 
the  follies  of  resisting  the  laws;  "are  not 
the  majority,  the  great  majority  by  many 
millions,  against  you  Yankees?  What 
folly  for  you  to  think  that  you  can  over- 
power us,  with  our  money,  our  ships, 
our  men;  'come  back  within  the  laws' 
and  let  us  be  friends."  The  Yankees 
answered!  "See  you  damned  first;" 
That  contest  was  settled  as  we  all  know. 
And  the  millions  of  men  and  money  with 
injustice  on  their  side,  went  for  nothing, 
when  matched  against  Justice  and  a 
few  impoverished  Yankees.  So  all 
history  teaches: 

"Thrice  is  he  armed  who  hath  his  quarrel  just, 
But  he  quite  naked,  though  locked  up  in  steel, 
Whose  cause  with  base  injustice  is  corrupted." 

Latter-day  Saints,  one  thing  only  be 
sure  of — make  sure  that  the  laws  you 
are  compelled  to  defy  are  unjust  laws. 
If  they  are,  then  you  are  sure  of  success. 
Fight  on,  my  brother,  though  there 
were  a  hundred  times  fifty-five  millions 
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against  you,  so  far  as  your  cause  is  a  just 
and  true  one,  so  far,  shall  the  victory  be 
yours.  All  the  millions  beneath  the  sun 
cannot  hinder  it.  We  know  in  our 
inmost  heart,  in  spite  of  all  earthly 
courts  to  the  contrary,  that  the  laws 
made  and  operated  specially  against  the 
Latter-day  Saints  are  cruel,  oppressive 
and  unjust.  The  testimony  of  a  large 
minority  in  the  Senate, in  the  House, and 
also  outside  of  Congress— mostly  a 
democratic  minority — was  that  the  Ed- 
munds law  was  a  cruel  and  heartless 
piece  of  special  legislation.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  (Lamar)  one  of  the 
chief  officers  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion said,  in  his  place  in  the  Senate,  when 


the  Edmunds  bill  was  on  its  passage, 
that  he  considered  it  a  cruel  and  oppres- 
sive piece  of  legislation.  We  know  how 
cruel  it  is;  we  know  with  what  malice  it 
is  executed;  I  hope  we  sense  the  dan- 
gers and  difficulties  ahead  of  us  in  resist- 
ing it,  and  I  hope  the  examples  of  the 
heroes,  the  law  -breakers,  of  other  ages, 
whom  I  ha've  mentioned,  will  cause  us 
the  clearer  to  see,  that  these  dangers 
and  difficulties  are  most  certain  to  be 
surmounted.  Justice. 


Showusthi  young  man  who  considers 
labor  degrading,  and  we  will  show  you 
one  who  will  be  a  disgrace  to  the  name 
he  bears  before  many  years  have  passed. 
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George  Frederick  Handel,  the 
greatest  oratorio  writer  the  world  has 
ever  seen,  was  born  at  Halle,  on  the 
Saale,  in  the  Duchy  of  Magdeburg, 
Lower  Saxony,  on  the  twenty-third  of 
February,  16S5.  His  father,  who  was  a 
surgeon,  and  sixty-three  years  old  when 
the  child  was  born,  determined  to  make 
a  lawyer  of  him;  but  Nature  had  resolved 
to  make  him  a  composer,and  the  struggle 
between  the  father  and  Nature  com- 
menced at  the  very  cradle  of  the  future 
author  of  the  "Messiah."  Notwithstand- 
ing the  father  resorted  to  every  means  at 
his  command  to  check  his  musical  pro- 
clivities, it  was  of  no  avail.  The  boy 
managed  in  various  ways  to  gratify  his 
love  for  music,  and,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Weisenfelds, 
was  finally  permitted  to  develop  his 
genius  without  interruption.  At  an  early 
age  he  was  taken  to  Berlin;  where  he 
astonished  every  one  by  his  perform- 
ances on  the  organ  and  harpsichord. 
The  death  of  his  father  in  1697,  soon 
after  his  return  to  Halle,  left  him  poor, 
and,  although  a  boy  of  twelve,  he  was 
obliged  to  seek  his  own  subsistence.  He 
removed  to  Hamburg,  it  being,  next  to 
Berlin,  the  most  renowned  city  for 
operas.  Through  the  influence  of  friends 
he  soon  procured  the  position  of  violin 


di  ripieno  in  Hans'  Opera  House.  From 
this  time  he  rose  rapidly  from  one  posi- 
tion to  another,  until  he  outshone  all  his 
compeers.  His  first  production  of  any 
note  was  a  dramatic  work,  "Almira," 
which  was  composed  and  publicly  per- 
formed when  he  was  nineteen  years  old. 
Following  this,  he  composed  an  almost 
innumerable  list  of  operatic  and  drama- 
tic works,  but  his  great  genius  did  not 
shine  forth  with  unmistaken  brilliancy 
until  he  turned  his  energies  to  the  pro- 
duction of  oratorios,  and  the  "Messiah" 
is  universally  regarded  as  the  master- 
piece of  the  master.  No  one,  without 
exception  (not  even  Beethoven  or 
Mozart,)  has  ever  risen  nearer  to  the 
grandeur  of  the  ideal  than  Handel  in 
"The  Messiah."  Remembering  this, 
read  the  dates  which  are  inscribed  with 
his  own  hand  upon  the  manuscript: 

"Commenced  on  the  twenty-second  of 
August,  1741. 

"End  of  the  First  Part,  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  August. 

"End  of  the  Second,  on  the  sixth  of 
September. 

"End  of  the  Third,  on  the  twelfth  of 
September,  1741. 

"Filled  up  [that  is  to  say,  orchestrized] 
on  the  fourteenth." 

"This    superhuman    work,"    as    Mr. 
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Schcelcher  truly  observes,  "was  there- 
fore accomplished  in  twenty-three  days! 
And  Handel  was  then  fifty-six  years 
old!" 

It  is  a  strange  phenomenon!  When 
men  of  genius  are  to  die  young,  they 
complete  their  masterpieces  at  once. 
Mozart  died  at  thirty-nine;  Rossini  com- 
posed "The  Barber  of  Seville"  at  twenty- 
three,  and  "William  Tell"  at  thirty- 
seven,  and  afterwards  wrote  no  more; 
Mendelssohn  wrote  the  "Elijah" at  thirty- 
seven  and  died  at  thirty-eight.  If  these 
men  had  lived  longer,  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  them  to  surpass 
themselves.  Great  artists,  on  the  other 
hand,  who  are  destined  to  have  long 
lives,  are  slow  in  production,  and  pro- 
duce their  best  works  in  the  decline  of 
life.  "Israel  in  Egypt,"  Samson,"  "Judas 
Maccabseus,"  the  "Dettingen  Te  Deum" 
aud  "The  Messiah"  were  written  by 
Handel  after  he  was  fifty-two  years 
old. 

"The  Messiah"  was  performed  under 
the  direction  of  the  author  thirty-eight 
times;  "Judas  Maccabceus,"  thirty-four; 
"Samson,"  thirty;  "Israel  in  Egypt," 
nine.  These  are  the  most  popular  of 
Handel's  oratorios.  Of  "The  Messiah" 
more  copies  have  been  printed  than  of 
any  other  musical  work,  by  any  other 
master,  in  any  country  in  the  world. 
There  are  very  few  literary  works,  of 
whatever  nature,  which  can  boast  of  an 
equal  success, and  yet  there  are  thousands 
of  readers  of  such  books  against  one  who 
can  read  a  musical  score.  "The  Messiah" 
has  remained  the  most  popular  of  ora- 
torios, and  in  England,  where  Handel's 
works  are  best  known  and  appreciated, 
may  almost  be  said  to  form  a  part  of  the 
national  religion.  Its  performance  is 
there  regarded,  by  thousands  of  intelli- 
gent and  sympathetic  listeners,  not  as  a 
mere  passing  enjoyment  to  be  no  sooner 
concluded  than  forgotten,  but  rather  as 
a  lofty  religious  exercise  of  the  mind,  to 
be  treasured  in  memory  at  all  times  and 
all  seasons. 

Grandeur  is  the  distinctive  character- 
istic which  dominates  over  all  the  com- 
positions of  Handel.     They  abound  in 

innumerable  examples  of  the  truly  sub-  . 
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lime  and  beautiful  in  music,  and  far 
surpass  in  majesty  and  dignity  the  pro- 
ductions of  every  other  deceased  or 
living  author.  Even  in  his  "Acis  and 
Galatea,"  in  despite  of  music  so  exquis- 
itely beautiful,  descriptive,  original  and 
impassioned,  there  is  a  latent  vigor,  a 
certain  solemnity  of  style, which  elevates 
while  it  chains  the  mind.  Everyone  is 
struck  with  this.  So  true  is  it,  that 
critics,  biographers,  friends  and  enemies 
all  concur  in  speaking  of  him  as  a 
"colossus,"  a  "giant,"  a  "man  mountain." 
His  atmosphere  is  the  immensity  re- 
splendent with  the  sun.  Like  Corneille, 
he  lived  in  the  sublime.  Thus,  of  all 
musicians,  no  one  has  better  realized  the 
dreams  of  those  heavenly  songs  which 
glorify  the  majesty  of  Jehovah.  No  one 
before  him,  and  no  one  after  him,  has 
ever  composed  choruses  comparable  to 
his, or  has  known  how  toemploy  and  com- 
bine with  an  equal  power  the  different 
forms  of  the  human  voice.  When  you 
have  heard  an  oratorio  ten  or  twelve 
times,  when  the  first  transports  of  ad- 
miration have  passed  away,  when  you 
can  more  calmly  appreciate  your  emo- 
tions, and  taste  them  all  the  better  for 
being  in  full  possession  of  yourself.these 
choruses  develop  themselves  before  you 
like  a  drama  filled  with  interest;  you  see 
each  group  of  the  different  registers  ad- 
vancing successively,  as  bravely  as  a 
battalion  marching  to  the  assault,  halt, 
unfold  their  strength,  and  at  length  dis- 
play their  united  power  in  a  majestic  and 
wonderful  ^/wa/t?.  The  transitions  are  so 
ably  managed,  and  the  effects  are  of 
such  incredible  perfection,that  you  seem 
to  hear  ten  thousand  voices,  whose  har- 
monious clamor  is  loud  enough  to  reach 
the  skies.  In  this  sense  the  "Hallelujah" 
of  "The  Messiah"  is  an  explosion  of  in- 
commensurable beauty. 

To  point  out  the  various  excellences 
in  the  choruses  of  Handel  would  be  an 
endless  task.  In  general, it  may  be  ob- 
served that  they  are  fugues,  in  which 
the  grandest  subjects  are  introduced  and 
conducted  with  such  art  as  only  himself 
possessed.  It  is  only  at  great  festivals 
that  the  true  effect  of  these  choruses  is 
made  apparent.  Instances  present  them- 
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selves  in  a  remarkable  degree  in  "The 
Messiah."  Whether  it  be  in  the  great 
"Hallelujah, "ascending  higher  and  high- 
er in  its  majesty  of  expression;  the 
bitter,  biting  sarcasm  concentrated  in 
"He  trusted  in  God,"  "let  Him  deliver 
him;"  the  joyful  conviction  experienced 
in  "I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth;" 
the  heartsick  agony  of  "Thy  rebuke  hath 
broken  His  heart,"  "Was  ever  sorrow- 
like  unto  His  sorrow?"  or  the  jubilant 
"Lift  up  your  heads,"  resounding  from 
side  to  side  of  the  great  chorus,  re- 
sponded to  by  "Who  is  the  King  of 
Glory?"  with  its  gladdening  climax,"The 
Lord  strong  and  mighty,"  "He  is  the 
King  of  Glory;" — in  these  and  in  hun- 
dreds of  other  instances  the  power  and 
grandeur  thus  brought  into  strong  con- 
trast with  the  most  tender  and  pathetic 
expositions  of  Holy  Writ  give  to  them  a 
varied  intensity  and  pathos  of  utterance 
and  expression  of  an  entirely  new  char- 
acter. 

The  following  excellent  remarks  ap- 
peared in  the  Edinburg  Review  for  July, 
1857: — "It  is  not  exaggeration,  so  much 
as  history,  to  point  to  'The  Messiah'  as 
almost  the  only  work  of  art  in  being, 
which,  for  one  hundred  years,  has  stead- 
ily gone  on  rising  higher  and  higher  in 
fame,  drawing  myriad  after  myriad  to 
wonder  and  to  tears, — untouched  by 
time,  unrivalled  by  progress; — to  char- 
acterize it  as  a  heritage  derived  from  our 
fathers,  which  will  go  down,  by  its  own 
intrinsic  and  increasing  value,  to  our 
children's  children, — a  creation  of  mortal 
imagining,  which  has  almost  won  the 
reality  of  an  article  of  belief,  and  the 
solemnity  of  an  object  of  worship,  by  its 
power  to  adapt  itself  to  all  intelligences, 
to  touch  the  lowliest, to  raise  the  loftiest, 
to  content  the  most  fastidious." 

In  looking  for  a  parallel  with  the  great 
composer,  we  think,  with  Dean  Ramsay, 
that  Handel  may  fitly  be  compared  with 
Milton.  "Like  Milton,  Handel's  highest 
powers  are  called  forth  in  sacred  song; 
like  Milton,  he  rises  to  the  highest  point 
of  sublimity  when  he  is  engaged  in  ex- 
pressing the  worship  of  the  redeemed 
above.  Grandeur,  majesty  and  eleva- 
tion of  thought  are  the   distinguishing 


marks  of  both,  and  such  is  the  character 
impressed  upon  the  productions  of  both 
— the  music  of  Handel  and  the  poetry 
of  Milton.  For  although  both  can  des- 
cend from  their  high  moral  elevation 
and  can  occupy  their  talents  on  the 
beautiful,  and  tender,  and  elegant, — 
although  Milton  fascinates  us  in  his  liter- 
ary works,  as  'L'Allegro,'  'Pensieroso' 
and'Comus,' — although  Handel  is  charm- 
ing and  even  playful  in  his  music  of 
Milton's  words  in  the  first  two  of  these 
pieces,  and  also  in  his  setting  of  Gay's 
serenata  of  'Acis  and  Galatea.'  still  we 
feel  in  both  Milton  and  Handel  that  it  is 
the  great  man  condescending  to  be  like 
other  men.  In  all  the  emanations  of 
their  genius  there  is  a  dignity  which  re- 
minds us  of  the  power  which  is  behind. 
They  cannot  altogether  forget  the  high 
calling  of  their  immortal  song." 

Regarding  the  position  which  Handel 
holds  among  composers, we  yield  assent 
to  all  that  the  English  writer,  Thomas 
Busby,  has  recently  said  in  his  "History 
of  Music, "to  the  following  effect: — "As 
a  man,  Handel  may  justly  be  ranked 
among  the  moral  and  the  pious;  as  a 
scholar,  with  the  general  class  of  well 
educated;  but,  as  a  musician,  he  is 
above  all  rank,  for  no  one  ranks  with 
him.  His  ideas  had  never  any  alliance 
with  tameness  or  inanity;  his  invention 
appears  to  have  been  always  ready,rich, 
and  wonderfully  accommodating  to  the 
subject  in  hand,  whether  gay  or  serious, 
cheerful  or  solemn,  light  or  grand.  He 
wrote  quickly;  but  the  motion  of  his  pen 
could  rarely  keep  pace  with  the  rapidity 
of  his  imagination,and  most  of  his  finest 
thoughts  were  the  birth  of  a  moment. 
For  the  most  part,  he  is  very  original; 
and  where  he  shines  the  brightest, 
the  lustre  is  uniformly  his  own;  yet 
whatever  he  appropriates,  he  improves. 
It  has  been  said  of  him,  as  of  Cicero, 
that  whatever  he  touched  he  turned  to 
gold;  but  it  might  with  more  correctness 
be  affirmed  that  his  judgment  rejected 
what  was  not  originally  gold,  and  that 
the  gold  he  borrowed  he  refined.  In 
some  composers  we  find  sweetness,  in 
others  grace;  in  these  tenderness.in  those 
dignity;  here  we  feel  the  sentiment  and 
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force  of  character  proper  to  the  theatre, 
there  we  are  struck  with  the  grandeur 
and  the  solemnity  claimed  by  the  service 
of  the  church;  but  in  Handel  we  discover 
all  these  properties;  and  what  indisput- 
ably entitles  him  to  pre-eminence  over 
all  other  musicians, ancient  and  modern, 
is  the  truth,  that,  while  he  equals  all 
others  in  every  style  but  one, in  that  one 
he  transcends  them  all:  his  mellifluous 
softness  and  dignified  mirth,  fire,energy, 
and  purity  of  pathos,  have  been  ap- 
proached by  various  masters;  but  to  his 
sublimity  no  one  has  been  able  to  soar. 


While  I  listen  to  his  'Hallelujah'  Chorus 
in  the  'Messiah,'  his  'Horse  and  his 
Rider'  in  'Israel  in  Egypt,'  or  the  nobler 
portions  of  his  'Dettingen  Te  Deum,'the 
massy  grandeur  appeals  not  only  to  my 
ear  but  to  my  soul;  it  seems  even 
to  excite  another*  sense;  I  see  the  glory 
that  is  celebrated,  and  am  profane 
enough  to  extend  its  image  to  the  com- 
poser."— Selected. 


Truth  is  but  conformity  to  nature; 
and  to  follow  nature  can  not  be  to  com- 
bat truth. —  Wollaston. 
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In  the  good  old  days  when  San  Bern- 
ardino was  young  (young  as  to  white 
civilization,  for  the  Catholic  fathers  had 
planted  the  vine,  fig  and  orange,  and 
built  a  mission  there  nearly  one  hundred 
years  before)  young  folks  were  just  as 
polite,  if  not  as  stylish,  as  at  a  later  date: 
and  when  a  gentleman  solicited  the 
honor  of  a  young  lady's  company  at  a 
ball,  although  it  did  not  for  an  instant 
include  the  suggestion  of  a  carriage,  it 
very  often  happened  that  next  morning 
the  lady  was  the  recipient  of  a  handsome 
dress  pattern  for  the  occasion,  and  per- 
haps neat  slippers,  or  some  article  of 
jewelry.  This  was  the  custom  of  the 
country,  and  was  not  supposed  to  place 
the  fair  wearer  under  the  slightest  obli- 
gation to  the  donor,  it  being  considered 
merely  an  appropriate  acknowledgment 
and  compliment  on  his  part.  The  lack 
of  elegance  in  a  lady's  ball  costume  was 
often  regarded  as  a  reflection  on  her 
partner,  and  in  times  when  there  were  a 
dozen  beaux  to  every  lady, any  omission 
would  have  been  noted  and  an  oppor- 
tunity more  than  supplied  by  rivals  and 
admiring  friends.  Although  this  custom 
prevailed,  my  own  parents  never  per- 
mitted it,  toward  my  sister  and  I.  In 
the  absence  of  carriage  or  buggy  the 
beau  provided  a  handsome  serape  or 
shawl,  which,  spread  behind  the  saddle, 
protected  the  lady's  dress,  as  with   her 


right  arm  around  his  waist  they  pro- 
ceeded on  their  way. 

Round  dancing  was  extremely  fashion- 
able and  to  the  music  of  guitar  and 
violin  seemed  most  appropriate;  and  such 
waltzing  as  I  have  seen;  when  upon  re- 
quest, a  Spanish  lady  has  waltzed  the 
musicians  to  exhaustion, and  the  delicate 
china  plate  on  her  head  never  once  lost 
its  equipoise,  and  as  the  last  cadence  of 
La  Cachitcha  still  hummed  lingeringly  on 
our  senses,  her  partner  himself  lifted  it 
with  a  smile  and  a  bow!  The  American 
does  not  possess  the  almost  noiseless 
footstep  of  the  Senora  or  Senoritas;  she 
will  come  up  behind  you,  beside  you, 
without  your  hearing  her.  She  dislikes 
starched,  rustling  skirts;  her  drapery  is 
loose,  soft  in  texture,  and  flowing. 

Among  my  elder  companions,  or  ac- 
quaintances, was  one  who  had  a  lover, 
a  stalwart  young  farmer  whom  her  father 
objected  to.  Manda  had  been  to  too 
many  dances  with  Frank  for  her  father's 
predjudices  to  influence  her,  and  her 
only  answer  was,  that  "he  was  the  right 
one;"  and  her  father  understood  it.  One 
Sunday  morning  she  did  not  go  to 
church  with  her  mother, although  dressed 
with  unusual  attractiveness, and  her  father 
informed  her  he  intended  to  keep  her 
company.  A  very  serious  and  silent 
forenoon  passed,  and  then  the  father 
was  obliged  to  take  his  mules  down  a 
steep  slope  to   a   spring  to   drink.     As 
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they  dissappeared  below  the  hill  Manda 
rushed  out  the  front  door  to  the  street, 
and  from  behind  a  friendly  clump  of 
trees  appeared  the  faithful, waiting  lover 
with  his  horse  and  buggy.and  a  moment 
later  a  cloud  of  dust  .swiftly  rose  along 
the  beaten  road.  The  farmer  returning, 
glanced  into  the  open  door,  hastily 
pulled  his  obstinate  quadrupeds  into 
their  corral,  and,  mounting  one  of  the 
bare-backed,  slow  creatures,  pursued 
the  eloping  lovers  a  hot  chase  of  four 
miles,  and  arrived  in  time  to  hear  the 
stern  Justice  of  the  Peace  triumphantly 
announce  that  he  was  "too  late."  How- 
ever, by  Fall  the  obdurate  parent  gave 
his  unwelcome  son-in-law  a  handsome 
addition  to  his  own  comfortable  prop- 
erty, and  by  this  alarming  precedent, 
runaway  marriages  became  quite  the 
custom.  Said  the  consoling  partner  to 
her  husband:  "Mr.  Roberts  don't  mourn 
about  it;  gals  will  do  so." 

Another  feature  of  early  times  was 
the  danger  of  traveling  on  foot  from 
town  to  town  for  fear  of  Spanish  cattle. 
I  well  remember  their  frequent  incur- 
sions into  the  suburbs,  and  on  one  occa- 
sion a  case  in  court  was  delayed  and 
postponed  by  the  unaccountable  absence 
of  an  important  witness.  After  dark  he 
appeared  in  town  milch  fatigued,  and 
reported  that  while  crossing  a  bench,  he 
was  chased  by  fifteen  Spanish  bulls  and 
barely  reached  and  climbed  a  wild  wal- 
nut tree  in  time  to  save  his  life;  the  ex- 
cited animals  keeping  guard  around  him 
till  after  night.  A  very  slight  acquaint- 
ance with  such  creatures  would  do,  the 
appearance  of  them  was  enough.  Which 
remark  reminds  me  of  an  inquisitive 
servant-girl  once  asking  what  was  in  a 
certain  bottle.  "Ammonia,  for  sick 
headache."  The  girl  took  a  deep  sniff 
and  when  able  to  speak  said:  "The  smell 
of  it  is  enough  for  me." 

"Shall  we  go  riding?"  asked  father, 
"and  why  not  take  bathing  dresses  and 
visit  Warm  Creek?"  This  beautiful 
stream  was  about  two  miles  from  home, 
bordered  on  its  nearer  edge  by  vine 
draped  trees  and  on  the  opposite  side 
by  a  high  wall  filled  with  thousands  of 
holes,  the  nests  of  mud  swallows.     The 


water  was  delightfully  warm,  and  about 
three  feet  deep  with  white  fine  sand  that 
never  made  the  water  less  clear,  and  as 
though  to  lend  interest  to  the  place  there 
were  occasional  deep  places  easily  recog- 
nized for  avoidance  by  minature  whirl- 
pools. An  hour  in  this  romantic  bathing 
retreat  always  refreshed  and  charmed 
us.  This  part  of  the  valley  has  since 
become  filled  with  settlers,  and  luxuriant 
groves  now  yield  their  semi-tropic  fruits 
where  then  the  wild  fruits  only  grew. 

Farther  away  some  seven  miles  was 
City  Creek  and  canyon  where  were 
found  large  deposits  of  antimony,  easily 
discovered  by  the  great  weight  of  loose 
rocks  by  the  way  side.  A  few  deserted 
log  cabins  afforded  facilities  for  a  fire  if 
one  desired,  and  shelter  from  possible 
showers;  and  the  roaring  creek  tempted 
the  angler.  Father  fastened  the  horses 
to  great  pine  trees  and  fed  them,  and 
mother  soon  went  fishing,catching  seven 
fine  ones  within  an  hour.  Father  rested 
beside  her, and  sister  Nellie  and  I  strayed 
a  short  distance  to  gather  wild  berries, 
magpies  chattered,  and  many  beautiful 
birds  flew  up  before  us,  and  seeing  a 
large  cave  we  were  reminded  of  bears 
and  returned  nearer  the  cabins,  for  men 
had  been  killed  by  grizzlies  in  this  can- 
yon a  few  years  before.  Our  trout  re- 
past over,we  were  disposed  to  feel  more 
confident  and  ramble  around  for  floral 
and  other  treasures,  when  father  called 
our  attention  to  a  haze  overspreading 
and  slightly  darkening  the  canyon. 
Said  he:  "Let  us  prepare  to  go,  perhaps 
hunters  have  left  a  camp  fire  and  it  is 
spreading;  the  wind  may  bring  it  our 
way  and  as  the  canyon  is  narrow  the 
fire  would  travel  fast."  It  was  even  so, 
the  air  grew  darker  fast,the  rising  breeze 
from  the  coast  carried  the  smoke  our 
way  and  now  and  then  we  heard  a  sound 
we  did  not  understand.  As  we  ascended 
the  dugway  out  of  the  canyon's  depth 
we  caught  sight  of  the  fire  not  more  than 
a  mile  away,  tall,  resinous  pines  clothed 
in  flames,  and  at  their  feet  the  under- 
growth upon  which  they  leaped  adown 
the  rugged  slopes.  We  trembled  lest 
the  fire  should  reach  the  parched  grass 
and  withered  mustard  stalks  that  covered 
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the  plain  below,  and  while  we  spoke  of 
it  a  herd  of  beautiful  frightened  deer 
came  into  sight  upon  the  hill  behind  us, 
and  sped  away  like  the  wind,  for  the 
heat  and  smoke  had  driven  them  out. 
Rabbits  and  birds  came  out  of  the 
shadowy  hollows,  driven  by  the  voices 
of  the  wind  and  flame.  When  we  at 
last  reached  the  green  plain  we  paused 
and  looked  back,  and  that  night  we 
watched  these  fires  built  here  and  there 
by  burning  brands  borne  on  the  wind, 
like  stars  along  the  mountain's  side,  a 
sight  of  beauty  but  of  reckless  waste. 
Year  after  year  the  hunters  left  their 
camp  fires  and  many  miles  of  timber 
were  yearly  destroyed. 

Toward  the  north  is  a  white  mark 
which  some  call  "the  ace  of  spades,"and 
others  "  the  arrowhead."  It  can  be  seen 
/rom  one  side  of  the  valley  to  the  other, 
and  is  said  to  be  one  mile  and  a  half  in 
length.  Below  it  a  number  of  springs, 
warm,  and  some  of  boiling  heat,  send  up 
their  clouds  of  steam.  The  soil  is  rich, 
rare  flowers  bloom  in  profusion  and  the 
view  is  grand.  In  i860  an  Infirmary  was 
established  there, where  many  wonderful 
cures  were  said  to  have  been  effected; 
among  others  it  was  reported  that  a  lady 
was  cured  of  a  lingering  affection  of  the 
heart,  for  her  husband;  "love's  sweet 
malady"  taking  another  direction.  I 
once  visited  the  place  and  was  much  in- 
terested, the  rooms  were  decorated  with 
the  souvenirs  wrought  and  left  by  grate- 
ful patients,  speaking  in  lasting  language 
of  pleasant  hours  and  cultured  associa- 
tions. There  were  the  flora  gathered 
in  their  different  seasons  preserved  in 
almost  natural  freshness,  a  cabinet  col- 
lection of  mineral  specimens,  beautiful 
picture  frames  of  acorns  and  other  seeds, 
of  shells  and  boquets  of  corals,  antlers 
of  deer  and  the  carefully  preserved  birds, 
then  the  beautiful  home  garden  where 
so  many  had  planted  and  tended.  I 
dined  upon  a  Graham  diet  meal,  very 
delicious  indeed,  and  in  coming  away, 
the  proprietor  gave  me  a  choice  boquet 
from  the  lovely  garden.  There  is  an- 
other mark  upon  the  same  blue  moun- 
tain that  looks  like  a  stream  of  blood. 
Upon  visiting  the  locality  it  is  discovered 


to  be  an  isolated  acre  or  more  of  certain 
scarlet  flowers  that  year  after  year  re- 
seed  the  ground,  and  as  the  climate  is  so 
even  the  flowers  are  almost  always  in 
bloom. 

One  afternoon  we  had  decided  to  visit 
the  Lytle  Creek  gold  mines  some 
twelve  miles  away,  and  having  heard  the 
report  that  a  "panther"  had  been  killed 
on  the  border  of  the  town  we  concluded 
to  stop  and  see  it  as  it  was  on  our  way 
out.  Next  morning  we  set  forth, mother 
and  I,  with  a  gentleman  guest  as  driver, 
and  stopped  at  neighbor  Roberts'  to  see 
the  "varmint,"  as  he  called  it.  Sure 
enough  there  he  lay,  beautiful  in  his 
shaded,  tawny  coloring  and  terrible  in 
his  powerful  form  even  though  he  was 
dead.  It  was  vacation  time  and  our 
teacher  was  with  us.  As  we  left  the 
valley  and  whirled  along  out  upon  the 
open,  plain,  dense  with  beautiful  shrub- 
bery in  bloom,  only  the  one  road  broken 
through  it  in  that  direction,  I  began  to 
feel  a  little  nervous,  especially  as  our 
horses  were  so  full  of  life  that  they 
always  went  off  on  a  gallop  upon  the 
slightest  excuse.  My  teacher  rallied  me 
a  little  for  looking  dispirited  when  the 
scene  was  so  beautiful,  the  day  so  bright 
and  warm  and  we  should  see  and  learn 
so  much  in  the  canyon.  "Never  mind,  I 
believe  we  will  meet  the  mate  of  that 
mountain  lion,"  said  I.  Mother  and  he 
laughed  outright  and  then  as  though 
determined  to  banish  the  impression  he 
began  singing.  He  was  truly  a  good 
singer,  mother  joined  him  and  I  could 
but  catch  the  spirit  or  it  and  was  feeling 
quite  relieved  when  suddenly  there  ap- 
peared and  trotted  across  the  road 
the  very  creature  I  had  nervously  antic- 
ipated, a  mountain  lioness.  As  it  passed 
out  of  sight  in  the  chapparel  our  horses 
fairly  ran,  and  I  was  glad  they  did. 
Soon  after  this  event  we  reached  and 
crossed  the  creek  and  had  dinner  with 
friends,  who  were  spending  the  summer 
at  their  mine.  We  then  strolled  along 
the  creek  and  watched  the  miners  work- 
ing in  various  ways,  some  with  rockers, 
some  with  pans  and  others  with  flumes, 
washing  out  the  gold.  Some  specimens 
were  as  large4as  white  beans,  some  like 
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wheat,  and  most  like  sand.  Now  and 
then  we  heard  the  blast's  report  along 
the  ravines  echoing  again  and  again 
from  wall  to  wall  of  the  canyon.  But 
the  trees,  the  ferns  and  the  mosses,  the 
lovely  pebbles  and  other  curiosities  we 
gathered  up  so  filled  the  day  that  the 
morning's  fright  was  almost  overcome. 
At  four  o'clock  we  started  home.another 
team  accompanying  us,  for  which  I  was 
truly  thankful.  "Now,  look  out  for  that 
creature  again,  when  we  get  down  there," 
said  I,  for  which  I  was  ridiculed  as 
before;  but  sure  enough  it  recrossed  the 
road,  returning  to  its  lair  in  the  solitude 
of  the  plain.  With  a  snarl,as  much  as  to 
say — don't  molest  me,  it  vanished;  and 
our  horses  snorted  and  started  home  at 
full  tilt,  up  hill  and  down  hill,  out  of  the 
broad  plain  into  the  valley,  until  Pete, 
our  Indian  boy,  hearing  the  wheels, 
knew  who  were  coming  and  threw  open 
the  wide  gate  just  in  time,  and  in  we 
dashed, well  shaken  in  body  and  in  spirit 
but  otherwise  uninjured. 

If  California  has  a  special  character 
among  her  many,  he  is  a  miner.  He 
may  have  been  famously  wealthy.hastily 
won  and  wastefully  lost,  or  he  may  have 
vainly  followed  for  years  a  phantom 
fortune;  in  either  case  he  is  hopelessly  a 
"prospector"  and  never  much  else.  The 
past  he  throws  away  behind  him,  the 
present  is  only  a  stepping  stone  to  the 
future,  nothing  in  itself;  and  he  firmly 
believes  he  is  yet  going  to  realize  his 
dreams.  If  he  has  to  work  it  will  be  only 
long  enough  to  procure  him  an  outfit  for 
a  new  prospecting  tour.  He  was  before 
"the  war"  and  never  enlisted;  before  the 
"tramp"  was,  he  was,  but  his  beat  and  his 
home" are  on  the  borders  of  civilization, 
independence  and  not  dependence  his 
ruling  trait.  Here  is  one  of  them  drawn 
from  life,  in  the  mountain's  solitude: 

He  sat  on  a  square  topped,  three 
legged  stool,  before  a  fireplace  with  its 
dead  ashes  and  unswept  hearth,  rough 
stones  from  the  creek  bed  near  by 
answered  the  purpose  of  end-irons;  he 
sat  eating  his  noonday  meal  of  cold  corn- 
dodgers and  milk  with  a  one-tined  fork 
(the  other  two  were  broken  off)  out  of  a 
tin  cup  with  a  bent  handle.     His  mien 


was  reflective,  his  appetite  hearty.  His 
hat  was  carefully  repaired  around  the 
crown  with  over  and  over  stitches  of 
white  cotton  yarn  ravelled  from  the  last 
flour  sack.  He  wore  it  day  and  night 
and  it  had  that  flexible  appearance  ac- 
quired by  such  usage.  His  hair  he 
combed  occasionally,  and  always  before 
going  into  town,  say  Fourth  of  July,  had 
it  cut.  Just  now  it  contained  needles  of 
the  pine,  a  few  small  burs  and  seeds,  a 
mere  suggestion  of  chaff  from  the  "boss 
feed"  and  an  aggregate  accumulation  of 
"conglomerate"dust  unavoidably  caught 
while  throwing  dirt  out  of  the  shaft,some 
twelve  feet  overhead.  A  red  handker- 
chief adorned  his  neck,  a  blue  flannel 
shirt  with  a  breast  pocket,  and  buckskin 
pants  fringed  and  otherwise  ornamented 
with  brass  buttons,  describe  his  attire. 
His  strong  boots  impressed  one  with  an 
air  of  independence,socks  he  condemned 
as  foppery.  He  drew  from  his  pocket  a 
handkerchief  improvised  from  the  lower 
part  of  a  discarded  red  flannel  shirt,  and 
wiping  the  milk  from  his  mustache, 
soliloquized:  "Yes,  that'll  do  to  go  ahead 
on,  the  purtiest  indication  in  the  moun- 
tains, the  finest  'float'  sir,  ever  seen  on 
top  of  ground.  I  haint  prospected  seven- 
teen years  for  nothin';  by'n  bye  you'll 
see  this  young  man  a  puttin'on  style." 
And,  with  hope  strong  and  bright  in  his 
heart,  he  would  have  extended  to  one 
poorer  than  himself  his  last  handful  of 
corn  or  nuggets,  with  his  face  turned  the 
other  way.        Augusta  Joyce  Crochero?i. 
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Our  departed  Presidents  sleep  with 
modest  honors  in  their  native  States, 
with  two  exceptions;  Virginia  claiming 
five  of  them;  Tennessee,  three;  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  Ohio,  and  Ken- 
tucky, two  each. 

Washington's  remains,  encased  in  a 
marble  coffin,  lie  in  the  vestibule  of  the 
vault  at  Mt.  Vernon,  within  sound  of 
the  musical  Potomac,  his  tomb  over- 
shadowed by  a  willow,  which  was  a  clip- 
ping from  a  tree  that  overhung  the  grave 
of  Napoleon  at  'St.  Helena.  Martha 
Washington  rests  beside  her  husband. 

John  Adams  and  his  son,  John  Ouincy, 
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lie  side  by  side  in  a  vault  under  the 
Unitarian  church  at  Quincy,  Mass.  The 
bodies  are  in  leaden  caskets  placed  in 
cases  hewn  from  solid  stone.  Tablets 
of  clouded  marble,  surmounted  by  busts 
of  the  deceased,  are  on  each  side  of  the 
pulpit.  Their  wives  are  buried  with  them. 

Thomas  Jefferson  rests  at  his  beloved 
Monticello,  a  rural  cemetery  in  Albe- 
marle County,  Va.  A  plain  granite  shaft 
nine  feet  high  marks  the  spot. 

James  Madison's  grave  is  within  a 
small  lot,  enclosed  by  a  brick  wall,in  the 
centre  of  a  large  field  on  his  estate  at 
Montpelier.  He  has  an  inferior  monu- 
ment. Of  the  signers  of  the  United  States 
Constitution,  he  was  the  last  survivor. 

James  Monroe,  borne  to  the  Marble 
Cemetery,  New  York.  City,  with  public 
honors,  after  twenty-seven  years  was 
removed  to  Virginia's  lovely  Hollywood, 
where  a  Gothic  temple  of  beautiful  de- 
sign commemorates  his  final  resting- 
place.  He  was  the  third  President  to 
die  on  Independence  Day,  the  others 
being  Adams  and  Jefferson. 

Andrew  Jackson  lies  in  a  tomb  made 
of  limestone  within  his  garden  at  the 
Hermitage,  the  sacred  structure  envi- 
roned with  fluted  columns  surmounted 
by  an  urn,  a  grove  of  magnolia  trees 
adding  their  beauty  and  fragrance  to 
the  scene.  It  is  fitting  that  his  wife 
should  share  this  honored  rest  with  him. 

Martin  Van  Buren  sleeps  near  his  old 
home  at  Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  a  plain 
granite  shaft  marking  the  spot. 

Willian  Henry  Harrison  was  borne 
from  the  national  capitol  to  an  obscure 
resting-place  at  North  Bend,  Ohio, 
though  he  was  a  Virginian  by  birth. 

John  Tyler  rests  in  an  unmarked  grave 
at  Hollywood,  near  Monroe,  his  ever- 
lasting requiem  sung  by  the  classic  James. 

James  K.  Polk  is  buried  in  the  family 


garden  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  A  monu- 
ment twelve  feet  square,  with  Doric  col- 
umns, has  been  raised  to  his  memory. 
Though  he  has  been  dead  thirty-six 
years,  nothing  in  his  library  has  been 
changed,  his  hat,  gloves,  and  cane  lying 
where  he  laid  them  when  he  came  home 
for  the  last  time.  The  book  he  was 
reading  lies  open  on  the  table,  with  the 
paper  of  the  day  beside  it. 

Zachary  Taylor  was  entombed  at  Cave 
Hill  Cemetery,  Louisville,  Ky.  He  was 
a  native  of  Virginia. 

Millard  Fillmore  rests  in  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery,  three  miles  from  Buffalo, N.Y. 
An  obelisk  of  Scotch  granite  guards  his 
sleep. 

Franklin  Pierce's  grave  at  New  Hamp- 
shire's capital  is  overwatched  by  a  mar- 
ble monument. 

James  Buchanan's  remains  lie  in  a 
vault  at  Woodward  Hill  Cemetery, on  the 
bank  of  the  Conestoga,  in  Lancaster,  Pa. 
His  monument  is  a  simple  block  of  pure 
Italian  marble. 

Abraham  Lincoln  found  rest,  when 
his  fitful  life  came  to  such  an  untimely 
end,  in  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery,  Spring- 
field, 111.  He  has  a  fine  monument  of 
bronze,  marble  and  granite,  bearing  the 
single  word  "Lincoln." 

Andrew  Johnson  selected  the  spot  for 
his  grave  himself.  It  is  half  a  mile  from 
Greenville,  Tenn.,  marked  by  an  ornate 
marble  monument. 

James  A.  Garfield  was  entombed  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  A  handsome  mauso- 
leum will  soon  be  ready  to  receive  his 
remains. 

U.  S.  Grant  was  borne  to  rest  in  River- 
side Park  with  more  than  national 
honors.  His  tomb  overlooks  the  beauti- 
ful Hudson,  and  a  fitting  monument  will 
in  good  time  distinguish  the  hero's  grave. 
G.  Waldo  Browne. 
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As  the  magnificent  Temple  of  Salt 
Lake  City  nears  completion  the  grand- 
eur of  its  proportions,  the  stupendous 
weight  of  massive   material   employed 


in  its  construction,  its  unique  archi- 
tectural style  and  the  unostentatious 
beauty  of  its  adornments  elicit  from 
strangers  as  well  as  Saints  expressions 
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of  great  wonderment  and  admiration. 
The  side  walls  being  completed  and  the 
eastern  towers  having  reached  consider- 
able height  above  them  now  present  so 
grand  an  appearance  that  the  heart 
grows  impatient,  while  one  gazes  upon 
them,  to  witness  the  completion  of  the 
noble  edifice.  Often  while  viewing  the 
Temple  and  noting  the  changes  pro- 
duced by  the  slowly  rising  walls  of 
granite,  many  have  been  impressed  with 
sentiments  of  hope  and  adoration  which 
combined  to  make  them  supremely 
happy.  There  is  a  spirit  of  peace  and 
consolation  to  the  Latter-day  Saint 
about  the  sacred  precincts  of  a  temple, 
whose  whisperings  are  full  of  comfort, 
inspiring  hope  and  joy.  The  Temple 
is  to  such,  a  monument  they  have 
built  to  the  memory  of  ancestors  of 
ages  past;  and  a  sanctuary,  for  their 
salvation,  in  ages  yet  to  come.  The 
temple  block  in  Salt  Lake  City  is  a 
place  that  it  has  ever  been  a  delight  to 
visit.  In  the  nooks  and  corners  of  the 
great  building  many  have  sought  seclu- 
sion to  offer  their  secret  prayers  to  God, 
and  have  felt  while  hovering  about  His 
house  that  they  were  drawing  nearer 
unto  Him. 

While  standing  on  the  street  facing 
the  Temple  the  thought  occurred  to  us 
that  of  the  thousands  of  fine  cut  stones 
heaped  in  the  perfect  building  before  us, 
it  would  be  interesting  to  our  readers 
to  describe  some  of  the  most  notable. 
We  have  therefore  made  the  necessary 
inquiries,  taken  measurements  and  cal- 
culated weights,  which  we  will  endeavor 
briefly  to  present. 

The  cornerstones  are  laid  sixteen  feet 
below  the  surface  of  the  ground.  They 
were  placed  in  position,  April  6th,  1853, 
in  the  presence  of  an  immense  congre- 
gation of  Saints,  who  represented  all 
orders  of  the  Priesthood,  civil  and 
military  associations  arrayed  in  holiday 
attire  and  brought  together  in  honor  of 
the  auspicious  event.  Cannons  roared, 
bands  of  music  discoursed  their  choicest 
selections,  choirs  sang  heavenly  hymns, 
prayers  of  dedication  and  orations,  in- 
spired by  the  spirit  of  God,  were  the 
features   of    the     occasion.      President 


Brigham  Young  laid  the  southeast  cor- 
nerstone, and  while  standing  upon  it, 
the  choir  sang  a  hymn  the  first  verse  of 
which  is  as  follows: 

Deap  in  this  holy  ground 
These  cornerstones  are  laid 

Rejoicing  thousands  round 
O  God  !  implore  Thine  aid, 

That  Zion  now  may  prosper' d  be 

And  rear  a  Temple  unto  Thee. 

The  foundation  is  laid  upon  a  bed  of 
hard  gravel  almost  forming  a  conglom- 
erate rock,  and  consists  of  large  rough 
hewn  fire  stones  from  Red  Butte,  of 
which  material  are  the  four  cornerstones. 
This  stone  weighs  one  hundred  and 
fifty-six  pounds  per  cubit  foot.  The 
walls  in  the  basement  had  been  raised 
to  a  height  of  about. eight  feet  when  the 
work  of  temple  building,  with  almost  all 
other  kinds  of  labor,  was  interrupted  by 
the  approach  of  Johnston's  army  in  1857, 
and  the  walls  were  buried  up  and  the 
basement  was  filled  with  dirt  to  the  level 
of  the  surrounding  ground.  After  "the 
move"  of  1858  when  peace  had  been  re- 
stored, and  the  people  returned  to  their 
homes,  the  basement  was  again  cleared 
and  the  work  resumed;  but  there  were 
discovered  some  defects  in  the  basement 
walls  and  fears  were  entertained  that 
they  would  not  bear  the  immense  weight 
of  material  to  be  supported  by  them. 
The  walls  were  therefore  taken  down  to 
the  foundation  layer  and  every  crevice 
in  it  was  filled  with  stone  and  mortar 
hammered  into  a  compact  mass  with 
mallets.  The  building  of  the  walls  was 
again  commenced  and  the  inverted  arches 
were  introduced,  which  are  ingeniously 
designed  to  distribute  the  pressure  of 
the  superstructure  upon  the  foundation 
stones  equally. 

The  groined  arches  of  the  basement 
doorways  exhibit  some  remarkable 
stones;  notably,  the  keystones  of  the 
doors  leading  into  the  corner  towers, 
which  are  cut  in  such  a  way  as  to  sup- 
port a  compound  triple  curve.  They 
are  quite  unusual  and  are  rarely  seen  in 
any  of  the  great  buildings  of  the  world. 
It  is  a  study  to  discover  how  the  archi- 
tect could  have  designed  them  to  exact- 
ly fit  their  places  in  the  building. 
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In  one  corner  of  the  Temple,  imbed- 
ded in  the  granite  masonry, is  the  Record 
Stone,  which  was  dressed  in  1855  by 
Brother  James  Moyle,  present  foreman 
of  the  stone  cutters.  This  stone  is  of 
fire-rock  and  is  three  feet  long  by  twen- 
ty inches  wide  and  the  same  deep.  A 
cavity  one  foot  square  is  hollowed  out 
and  in  it  are  placed  such  historical  rec- 
ords and  papers,  books,  etc.,  as  were 
considered  appropriate.  The  cavity  is 
covered  with  a  sandstone  slab  made  to 
fit  closely  in  the  opening  and  carefully 
sealed  to  prevent  air  or  moisture  from 
damaging  its  contents. 

Of  the  stones  above  the  basement  and 
seen  on  the  surface  of  the  building,  the 
most  attractive  are  the  large  square 
blocks  at  the  foot  of  each  buttress  and 
conspicuous  about  the  towers,  which 
have  a  sphere  cut  upon  their  exposed 
surface.  These  stones  are  known  as  the 
Earth  Stones  and  are  the  largest  in  the 
building.  They  are  five  and  a  half  feet 
high,  four  and  a  half  feet  wide  and 
twenty  inches  thick,  containing  over 
forty-one  cubic  feet  and  weighing,  as 
they  now  appear,  over  six  thousand 
pounds.  There  are  fifty  of  these  Earth 
Stones,  and  they  are  ultimately  designed 
to  represent  on  their  surface  all  coun- 
tries of  the  globe.  These  stones  were 
hauled  from  the  quarry  by  ox  teams  and 
a  single  block,  weighing,  in  the  rough, 
about  three  and  a  half  tons,  was  a  load 
for  four  yoke  of  cattle.  Considering  the 
cost  of  quarrying,  the  great  labor  and 
expense  of  transportation  and  allowing 
the  usual  price  for  stone  cutting  and 
setting,  it  is  fair  to  estimate  that  each  of 
these  stones  has  cost  nearly  three  hun- 
dred dollars. 

The  entrances  to  the  Temple  are  four 
in  number,  two  in  each  end,  and  the 
arches  of  these  doorways  are  models  of 
grace  and  beauty.  They  are  nearly 
twenty  feet  high  and  eight  and  a  half 
feet  wide  and  are  composed  of  twenty 
stones,  each  fifteen  inches  thick,  to  the 
spring  of  the  arch,  and  sixteen  stones  in 
the  arch  itself,  besides  the  keystone. 
The  latter  is  one  of  the  beautiful  stones 
of  the  building.  It  extends  through  the 
wall,  being  four  feet  eight  inches   long 


and  two  feet  one  inch  thick  by  eighteen 
inches  wide.  On  its  face  is  cut  a  beauti- 
ful five  pointed  star  with  the  single  ray 
pointing  upward.  The  steps  for  these 
entrances  are  not  yet  in  position,  but 
they  will  be  sixteen  in  number  for  each 
entrance.  They  will  be  nine  feet  five 
inches  long  by  one  foot  wide  and  seven 
inches  high,  having  a  projecting  tread  of 
one  and  a  half  inches  additional. 

The  other  steps  of  note  in  the  building 
are  those  of  the  winding  stairs  in  the  four 
corner  towers.  There  are  one  hundred 
and  seventy-two  in  each  tower,and  they 
are  divided  at  convenient  places  in  the 
ascent  by  four  landings.  These  steps 
are  built  in  the  walls,  a  hollow  shaft 
being  constructed  in  the  centre  of  the 
tower  to  receive  their  inner  end.  Each 
step  is  six  feet  long,  three  inches  of  each 
end  being  fastened  in  the  supporting 
walls.  The  width  is  five  inches  at  the 
narrow  end  and  twenty  inches  at  the 
broad  end,  and  six  and  a  quarter  inches 
high.  Each  step  weighs  over  seventeen 
hundred  pounds;  the  aggregate  weight 
of  the  steps  in  the  four  towers  being 
over  a  million  pounds.  The  construc- 
tion of  these  winding  stairs  is  quite 
wonderful.  The  steps  are  cut  to  con- 
form with  the  curve  and  spiral  ascent 
and  are  so  fastened  at  the  ends  in  the 
groove  prepared  for  them  as  to  make  it 
impossible  for  them  ever  to  yield 
or  slip  from  their  position.  The  tread 
projects  over  the  face  of  the  step  about 
an  inch  and  a  half,and  the  cutting  of  the 
stones  is  so  accurate  and  uniform  that  in 
their  place,  they  present  a  substantial 
and  beautiful  appearance.  Very  few 
spiral  stairways  in  the  world  can  com- 
pare with  these. 

Of  the  emblematic  stones  none  are 
more  conspicuous  than  the  Moon  Stones, 
which  adorn  the  buttresses  on  a  line  with 
the  second  string  course  or  water  table 
around  the  building.  These  stones  rep- 
resent upon  their  exposed  surface  the 
moon  in  all  its  phases,  and  when  gilded 
to  make  the  contrast  brighter  they  will 
be  among  the  most  brilliant  stones  in 
the  building.  They  are  fifty  in  number 
and  are  three  and  a  half  feet  wide  by 
four  feet  seven  inches  long  and  a  foot 
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thick,  containing  about  seventeen  cubic 
feet  each  and  weighing,  after  deduction 
for  cutting  the  surface,  about  twenty- 
eight  hundred  pounds.  These  stones 
cost  nearly  a  hundred  dollars  each  for 
cutting,  and  placed  in  their  positions  in 
the  building,  represent  a  total  cost 
of  about  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Directly  above  the  Moon  Stones  on 
the  buttresses  and  on  a  line  with  the 
upper  water  table  or  string  course,  are 
the  Sun  Stones  which  are  the  same  size 
as  the  Moon  Stones  except  that  they  are 
but  ten  inches  thick, measuring  fourteen 
and  a  half  cubic  feet  and  weighing  but 
twenty-four  hundred  pounds  each. 
There  are  fifty  of  them  and  they  are 
designed  to  be  very  ornamental.  The 
rays  of  the  sun  are  cut  in  sharp  angles 
all  around  the  edge,  and  when  the  sur- 
face is  gilded  and  the  angles  are  care- 
fully shaded  the  effect  will  be  very 
beautiful,  for  the  otherwise  unbroken 
surface  of  dull  granite  walls  will  be 
made  to  gleam  with  orbs  of  brilliant 
light.  These  Sun  Stones  will  cost  when 
finished  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  each. 

On  the  towers  just  below  the  first  par- 
apet stones  is  an  ornamental  frieze, 
consisting  of  a  number  of  stones  upon 
whose  face  is  cut  a  very  handsomely 
grooved  circle.  The  relief  afforded  by 
this  frieze  course  is  quite  effective  and 
it  adds  very  materially  to  the  beauty  of 
the  towers.  These  Circle  Stones  are 
about  two  feet  by  two  and  a  half  feet 
square,  and  weigh  nearly  a  thousand 
pounds  each.  There  are  one  hundred 
and  eighty-four  of  them  on  the  building. 

The  stars  distributed  over  the  surface 
of  the  Temple  are  quite  numerous.  On 
the  eastern  towers  there  will  be  forty, 
twelve  on  each  corner  and  sixteen  on 
the  centre  tower.  These  are  all  five- 
pointed  stars,  in  which  the  single  or 
odd  ray  points  upward.  On  the  surface 
of  nearly  all  the  keystones,  except  those 
bearing  inscriptions,  a  beautifully  cut 
star  appears  for  ornamentation.  On  the 
west  end  of  the  building  at  the  base  of 
the  middle  tower  the  stars  of  the  con- 
stellation Ursa  Major  or  the  Great  Bear 


are  a  conspicuous  feature.  The  stars  of 
the  constellation  are  so  arranged  that 
the  "big  dipper"  is  at  once  detected  and 
the  "pointers"  are  directed  at  an  angle 
of  about  forty-five  degrees  and  indicate 
the  location  of  the  North  Star  as  faith- 
fully as  possible. 

At  the  east  end  of  the  centre  tower, 
near  the  top  of  the  two  principal  but- 
tresses and  just  below  their  cap  stones, 
there  will  appear  two  masses  of  clouds, 
from  which  will  be  emitted  rays  or 
streams  of  light.  The  stones  on  which 
these  significant  emblems  of  the  light 
blazing  out  from  beneath  the  dark  clouds 
of  superstitious  ages  will  be  cut,  are 
three  and  a  half  by  five  feet  in  size  and 
weigh  about  three  thousand  pounds  each. 

Notable  stones  of  the  Temple  are 
those  which  form  the  parapet  and  cap 
the  buttresses  of  the  battlement  walls. 
The  capstones  of  the  buttresses  are 
three  and  a  half  feet  square  at  the  base 
and  sloping  to  the  centre  two  and  a 
quarter  feet  high.  Each  stone  weighs 
nearly  three  thousand  pounds.  The 
parapet  capstones  between  the  buttresses 
are  two  feet  ten  by  two  feet  five  and  a 
half  inches,  and  are  quite  ornamental. 
On  the  corners  of  the  towers  as  a  cap  to 
the  octagon  turrets  will  be  placed  some 
spires,  each  consisting  of  a  single  stone 
six  feet  high  three  feet  across  at  the 
base  and  having  the  tip  ornamented 
with  a  torch  flame.  It  is  perhaps  inter- 
esting to  note  that  these  octagon  tur- 
rets are  built  of  three  stones  from  the 
basement  to  the  first  story,  where  they 
are  five  feet  in  diameter;  from  the  first 
to  the  second  story  the  diameter  is  four 
feet  and  two  stones  are  employed  to  the 
course;  above  that  the  diameter  is  three 
feet  and  a  single  stone  is  used  to  each 
course;  the  average  thickness  of  these 
stones  is  fifteen  and  a  half  inches. 

There  are  many  more  quite  remark- 
able stones  in  the  edifice,  both  in  size 
and  shape,  and  particularly  among  the 
lighter  ones  which  have  yet  to  be  placed 
in  position.  They  will  be  raised  to 
prominence  on  the  towers,  whose  beau- 
tiful spires  in  harmonious  gradation  will 
crown  the  noble  edifice  as  the  most 
unique  of  the  land. 
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In  procuring  the  information  which 
we  have  here  hastily  presented,  we  dis- 
covered that  among  the  men,  who  have 
spent  years  in  cutting  the  stones  and 
placing  them  slowly  one  above  another, 
in  their  places,  that  a  field  of  interesting 
experience  was  being  entered,  from 
which  we  hope  to  glean  many  valuable 
facts  and  figures  for  a  future  article. 
The  Salt  Lake  Temple  is  the  most  re- 
markable building  of  the  age  and  its 
walls  have  not  risen  to  their  glorious 
perfection  without  labor,  which  has  not 
been  all  toil  but  largely  mixed  with  "the 
labor  of  love"  and  sanctified  by  the  spirit 
of  thanksgiving  and  prayer. 

The  Inscription  Stones  are  placed  in 
position.  They  consist  of  the  two  key- 
stones of  the  centre  tower  windows 
upon    which  are  written   the  words:  I 


am  Alpha  and  Omega.  Immediately 
below  these  are  the  freestone  hemi- 
spheres upon  which  are  cut  most  beau- 
tifully the  clasped  hands, which  represent 
the  giving  of  "the  right  hand  of  fellow- 
ship." Above  them  in  a  similar  position 
in  the  upper  windows  are  the  stones 
upon  which  are  engraved  The  All-seeing 
Eye.  The  principal  inscription  is  in 
golden  letters  cut  in  five  stones  and 
reads  as  follows:  "Holiness  to  the  Lord. 
The  House  of  the  Lord,  built  by  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints.  Commenced  April  6,  1853,  com- 
pleted   ." 


The  only  cure  for  selfishness  is  sacri- 
fice. 

A  paper  full  of  good  points— a  paper 
of  needles. 
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If  words  could  of  themselves  speak 
and  record  the  story  of  their  lives,  some 
of  our  commonest  would  prove  inter- 
esting companions  to  converse  with. 
The  language  of  every  people  is  in  a 
state  of  constant  change,  and  not  only 
is  this  statement  true  of  the  technical 
form  of  the  language  and  the  recognized 
laws  of  its  grammar,  but  an  incessant 
variation  is  taking  place  in  the  very 
spirit  of  the  tongue  and  the  meaning 
attached  to  the  words.  It  is  in  the  humor 
of  some  classic  scholars  to  delve  into 
the  languages  of  the  past,  in  search  of 
progenitors  of  our  present  words,  and 
these,  when  found,  often  excite  con- 
siderable surprise  at  their  early  form. 

The  word  "parasite"  is  one  which 
has  suffered  considerable  change  in  its 
meaning;  its  existence  has  been  some- 
what adventurous.  The  derivation  of 
the  word  already  indicates  its  Greek 
parentage;  though  the  exact  names  of 
its  father  and  mother  are  not  so  unmis- 
takably evident.  Some  philologists  say 
that  the  word  sprang  from  para  and 
setos,  meaning  beside  the  corn;  and 
others  believe  that  it  owes  its  existence 
to  the  Greek  couple  para,  sitein  mean- 


ing to  eat  with  someone,  but  whichever 
of  these  origins  be  the  correct  one, 
the  primary  idea  seems  to  be  that  of 
keeping  in  convenient  proximity  to  the 
materials  of  good  living. 

We  know  however  from  history  that 
the  parasites  were  at  one  time  officials 
of  considerable  importance  in  the  tem- 
ples of  the  heathen  gods;  and  especially 
at  the  shrines  of  Minerva,  Apollo  and 
Hercules.  It  was  customary  among  the 
early  Greeks  and  Romans,  during  times 
of  great  rejoicing  or  of  fear,  to  offer 
sacrifices  of  thanksgiving  and  supplica- 
tion to  their  heathen  deities.  One  duty 
of  the  parasites  was  to  select  the  mate- 
rials for  such  ceremonies  and  distribute 
the  same  to  the  various  churches;  for 
which  service  the  worthy  officials  re- 
ceived one  third  of  the  ox  killed  and 
cooked  on  the  occasion,  the  remaining 
portion  being  dedicated  to  the  gods, 
though  in  reality  it  found  its  way  into 
the  larders  of  the  priests. 

In  the  comedies  of  Plautus,  the  char- 
acter of  the  parasite  was  as  indispen- 
sable as  is  that  of  the  lover  or  heavy 
villain  in  a  modern  dramatic  produc- 
tion.   This  author  called  the  parasites 
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poeiae,  and  it  has  been  noticed  that  the 
Greeks  gave  to  their  poets  the  title  of 
parasites,  presumably  from  their  love  for 
good  living.  In  time,  however,  the  term 
lost  this  application  and  became  attached 
to  the  service  of  the  court  jester  or  buf- 
foon. The  kings  and  powerful  nobles 
used  each  to  be  attended  by  his  parasite 
or  fool,  whose  duty  was  a  combination 
of  that  of  a  body  servant  and  of  a 
studiously  pleasant  companion.  He  was 
expected  to  interest  and  amuse  his 
master;  and  as  his  position  depended 
solely  upon  his  patron's  liking  for  him, 
he  endeavored  by  any  means,  even  to 
stooping  to  manifest  indignities  to  curry 
favor  with  his  superior.  It  is  related 
that  Alexander  the  Great  was  once  try- 
ing hard  to  summons  sufficient  courage 
to  swallow  a  dose  of  medicine,  though 
he  plainly  showed  his  reluctance;  seeing 
which, Philarchus  his  parasite, exclaimed: 
"What  must  mortals  suffer  when  they 
take  physic,  if  thou  who  art  a  god  can 
scarcely  do  it!"  Alexander  seems  to 
have  derived  little  consolation  from  this 
sentiment  for  he  called  Philarchus  an 
ass. 

Later  still,  the  term  parasite  came  to 
be  applied  to  a  miserable  class  of  genteel 
paupers  who  were  willing  to  submit  to 
anything  if  they  may  be  allowed  to  sit  at 
the  tables  of  their  betters,  and  who  lived 
as  much  as  possible  at  the  expense  of 
others.  Until  within  a  few  years,  adver- 
tisements were  common  in  the  French 
newspapers  of  a  class  of  men  who 
offered  to  serve  as  seconds  in  duels,  or 
as  talkers  at  banquets,  or  to  act  in  any 
similar  position.  To  a  great  extent  this 
species  of  individual  has  disappeared, 
so  that  in  such  sense  the  word  is  now 
used  sarcastically,  as  applicable  to  one 
who  does  not  earn  his  own  living;  and 
the  term  itself  would  perhaps  have 
fallen  into  disuse  had  not  the  naturalist 
appropriated  it  to  his  own  purpose.  It 
is  employed  by  him  to  designate  any 
animal  or  plant  which  lives  in  or  upon 
the  body  of  another,  and  which  subsists 
upon  the  substance  of  the  body  of  its 
host. 

That  some  very  disagreeable  animals 
appear  to  have  taken  up  a.  permanent 


abode  upon  the  bodies  of  others  is  a 
common  fact;  but  that  plants  should 
have  selected  a  similar  habitat  is  perhaps 
not  as  well  known.  Wide  as  appears 
the  world  of  life  on  every  side,  the 
domain  extends  with  our  close  scrutiny. 
Life  truly  cradles  within  life,  and  lives 
upon  life.  In  1S53,  a  Frenchman,  Charles 
Roblin,  published  a  large  octavo  volume 
on  "The  plants  which  grow  on  men  and 
animals;"  another  careful  observer,  Mr. 
Jeffries  prepared  a  book  on  "Animal  and 
vegetable  parasites  of  the  human  skin," 
and  a  third,  Dr.  Van  Beneden,  issued  a 
work  entitled,  "Animal  parasites  and 
messmates."  A  glance  at  a  few  of  the 
commonest  forms  of  parasite  plants  and 
animals  cannot  be  uninteresting,  though 
a  difficulty  will  be  encountered  in  select- 
ing from  so  numerous  a  class. 

A  very  common  and  unwelcome  form 
is  the  potato  blight  {Peronospora  infes- 
tan),  which  has  often  appeared  in  such 
profusion  as  to  totally  destroy  the 
potato  crop  of  large  regions.  The  spores 
(improperly  termed  the  seed)  of  this 
plant  are  microscopic  in  size,  though 
wonderfully  stout  and  hardy  in  nature. 
If  by  any  means  one  of  these  should 
find  its  way  to  the  stem  or  leaf  of  a 
potato  plant,  the  spore  at  once  sends 
out  a  fine  hypha  or  thread,  which  cor- 
responds to  the  root  of  an  ordinary  plant. 
This  threadlike  outgrowth  forces  its  way 
between  and  among  the  constituent  cells 
of  larger  plants,  absorbing — literally 
stealing — the  vital  juices  of  the  latter, 
causing  it  to  sicken  and  finally  to  die.  In 
many  instances  the  hypha  continues  its 
way  down  the  stem  of  the  plant  till  it 
reaches  the  tuber  below  ground.  The 
Peronospora  family  is  a  large  one,  attack- 
ing besides  the  potato,  also  the  lettuce, 
spinach,  onion,  lucerne  and  clover.  An 
allied  species  (Puccinia graminis)  attacks 
wheat,  and  is  known  as  rust,  smut,  mil- 
dew, etc.  Some  varieties  are  character- 
ized by  a  very  disagreeable  odor,  and 
others,  as  the  ergot  of  rye,  by  strongly 
poisonous  properties.  In  the  case  of 
the  grain  smuts  the  minute  hyphae  pene- 
trate the  kernels,  abstracting  therefrom 
the  life  substance  and  rapidly  convert- 
ing the  whole  ear  into  a  sooty  mass.  The 
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rushes  growing  in  the  Fenn  District  of 
England  are  infested  by  a  fungus  {Usti- 
tage  Typhoides)  which  gives  rise  to  very 
painful  skin  sores  on  the  bodies  of  the 
laborers  employed  in  gathering  and  pre- 
paring the  rushes  for  the  basket-maker. 
Not  all  parasite  plants  are  microscopic. 
The  mistletoe  is  known  to  most  people; 
and  even  to  those  who  care  little  about 
its  structure  and  botanical  position,  it  is 
still  familiar  by  reason  of  the  in- 
teresting penalty  attached  to  passing 
beneath  it  at  Christmastide.  This  is  a 
true  parasite  on  the  oak  tree,  and  was 
held  in  superstitious  reverence  by  the 
Druids  of  early  Britain. 

One  of  the  largest  flowers  known  to 
botanists {Rafflesia  Ar?wldi)\s  a  parasite. 
This  remarkable  plant  is  really  nothing 
but  a  gigantic  flower,  being  destitute  of 
both  leaves  and  stem.  It  is  a  native  of 
Java  and  Sumatra,  and  was  discovered 
in  these  islands  in  1818  by  the  pair 
of  English  explorers  whose  combined 
names  it  bears.  The  flower  is  over  a 
yard  in  diameter,  of  a  very  thick  sub- 
stance, the  petal  and  nectary  being 
often  three  quarters  of  an  inch  through, 
of  a  dull  flesh  color,  and  strongly  en- 
dowed with  the  uninviting  odor  of 
tainted  beef.  It  is  a  parasite  on  the 
stem  and  roots  of  various  kinds  of 
vines  native  to  that  region,  and  appears 
to  grow  directly  out  of  the  wood  of  the 
foster  plant,  though  in  reality  the  flower 
is  attached  to  the  vine  by  numerous 
thread-like  roots,  which  penetrate  the 
wood  to  its  heart  and  extract  therefrom 
the  sap.  A  central  cavity  in  the  ex- 
panded flower  will  hold  about  three 
quarts  of  water,  and  the  entire  flower 
weighs  nearly  fifteen  pounds — a  striking 
contrast  to  the  almost  microscopic  fun-  • 
gus  of  the  potato. 

These  are  instances  of  plants  living 
upon  other  plants,  but  many  are  found 
existing  on  the  bodies  of  animals. 
Minute  fungi  grow  around  the  hair  roots 
on  the  human  head,  and  especially  if 
the  oily  secretion  of  the  hair-glands  be 
allowed  to  accumulate  on  the  scalp; 
and  others  are  found  about  the  roots  of 
the  nails,  and  around  the  teeth,  where 
the  tooth-brush  is  not  on  familiar  visit- 


ing terms.  The  spores  of  certain  skin- 
parasites  are  extremely  hard  and  readily 
sink  into  cracks  in  the  cuticle  where 
they  strike  root.  Characteristic  fungus 
growths  are  found  in  nearly  all  the 
fluids  and  tissues  of  the  body,  even  in 
the  substance  of  the  liver,  the  walls  of 
the  stomach,  and  the  humors  of  the 
eye.  Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  of 
the  diseases  which  are  caused  by  such 
parasites  is  the  "fungus-foot"  of  India. 
This  affection  is  due  to  the  pressure  of 
a  fungoid  plant,  which  eats  its  way  into 
the  bones  of  the  foot,  penetrating  by 
numerous  fistulous  canals  through  the 
entire  fleshy  and  bony  substance  of  the 
member,  and  usually  causing  death  by 
exhaustion.  The  bruises  so  affected  are 
often  tunnelled  in  every  direction  with 
holes  varying  in  size  from  that  of  a  pea 
to  that  of  an  ordinary  pistol  bullet.  The 
surrounding  flesh  becomes  gelatinous 
and  turgid,  and  proves  under  the  micro- 
scope to  be  penetrated  in  every  direc- 
tion by  ramifications  of  the  fungoid 
matter,  which  appears  to  consist  of 
beaded  threads  bearing  spore-cases  on 
the  ends. 

Among  parasitic  animals  many  are 
extremely  minute  and  others  of  con- 
siderable size.  The  ordinary  tape  worm 
( Taenia  solium)  is  an  example.  This 
animal  is  segmented,  and  each  segment 
is  a  complete  individual  capable  of 
rapid  multiplication  when  placed  under 
favorable  circumstances.  The  head  ends 
in  a  proboscis  armed  with  a  double  row 
of  formidable  hooks,  with  which  the 
worm  attaches  itself  to  the  body  of  its 
host.  In  Zitlau  a  physician  once  ad- 
ministered to  a  condemned  convict 
about  seventy-two  hours  before  execu- 
tion, several  cysts  of  Taenia  from  an 
infected  pig.  After  death  ten  growing 
Taenial  were  found  in  the  body  of  the 
man. 

The  dreaded  Trichina  spiralis  may  be 
parasitic  in  the  flesh  of  almost  all  ani- 
mals, with  the  seeming  exception  of 
reptiles  and  fishes,  though  the  animal  is 
most  frequently  found  in  the  bodies  of 
swine.  Trichinae  are  minute  worm-like 
animals,  usually  met  with  in  an  encysted 
state  in  the  muscular  tissue  of  the   in- 
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fected  body.  The  cysts  vary  in  size,  and 
may  be  observed  with  care  by  the  un- 
aided eye  in  the  lean  flesh  of  the  animal 
as  minute  white  specks.  The  number 
of  these  which  may  exist  in  the  body 
seems  almost  incredible.  Leuckart  ex- 
amined a  cat  in  a  single  ounce  of  whose 
flesh  were  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  trichinae.  If  all  the  volun- 
tary muscles  in  the  body  of  a  full  grown 
man  should  be  similarly  affected,  there 
would  be  present  not  less  than  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  millions 
of  the  worms.  The  disease  incident  to 
the  presence  of  these  animals  is  called 
Trichiniosis  and  often  proves  fatal.  The 
trichinae  can  live  in  carrion,  and  there- 
fore the  carcass  of  an  infected  animal 
may  communicate  the  disease  to  many 
others.  If  introduced  into  the  stomach 
in  an  encysted  state  they  are  liberated 
by  the  digestion  of  cysts,  and  they  at 
once  bore  their  way  through  the  stom- 
ach wall,  penetrating  the  surrounding 
viscera,  and  finally  reaching  the  flesh  or 
muscles  of  the  body.  To  a  great  extent 
the  danger  of  introducing  this  or  other 
allied  forms  of  parasites  into  the  body 
through  the  food  may  be  obviated  by 
thorough  cooking. 

The  unpopular  itch-mite,  which  gives 
rise  to  the  disease  of  the  same  name  is,  a 
small  animal  living  beneath  the  skin  of 
the  body,  where  it  burrows  or  tunnels 
its  way  about,  each  passage  being  found 
lined  with  eggs  at  the  proper  stage  of 
the  disorder.  The  application  of  sul- 
phur compounds  in  the  form  of  washes, 
or  even  the  use  of  genuine  sulphur  soap 
has  been  found  to  be  fatal  to  this  trouble- 
some animal. 

The  external  parasites  of  the  animal 
body  are  so  numerous  as  to  scarcely 
admit  of  a  passing  remark.  Such  in- 
cludes the  various  "ticks"  of  sheep  and 
other  animals;  the  troublesome  and 
well-known  athlete — the  flea — and  the 
unpoetical  louse.  The  latter  is  sup- 
posed to  be  of  different  species  on  dif- 
ferent races  of  men,  and  an  attempt  is 
recorded  to  demonstrate  the  inferiority 
of  the  negro  race  by  proving  a  degener- 
acy in  the  animals  which  infest  their 
bodies. 


There  is  another  variety  of  parasite, 
not  yet  classified,  however.by  either  the 
zoologist  or  the  botanist;  and  still  its 
characteristics  are  as  plainly  and  fully 
developed  as  are  those  of  any  kind 
mentioned  above.  It  is  not  strictly  ani- 
mal or  vegetable  in  nature,  but  human. 
Have  you  never  seen  such?  The  organ- 
ism bears  various  names,  but  the  para- 
sitic attributes  are  always  prominent. 
It  has  been  known  at  times  to  haunt 
large  and  crowded  cities,  and  by  stealth 
to  surround  and  perhaps  to  capture  the 
dwellings  of  the  poor,  then  to  snatch  the 
very  bread  from  the  hands  of  the  desti- 
tute. The  supplications  of  indigent  and 
helpless  parents,  and  the  cries  of  starv- 
ing children  avail  little  or  nothing  in 
curbing  the  gluttonous  propensities  of 
this  human  fiend  of  prey.  In  some 
cases  the  species  appears  gregarious, 
large  numbers  often  collecting  in  certain 
places.  Some  cities  appear  more  at- 
tractive to  the  creature  than  others;  the 
atmospheric  conditions  in  New  York 
being  especially  congenial.  A  great 
many  have  congregated  in  Wall  Street, 
where  in  unpleasantly  close  companion- 
ship with  a  few  honest  men  they  carry 
on  their  leech-like  mode  of  theft.  The 
national  seat  of  government  is  by  no 
means  exempt  from  the  presence  of  such 
creatures:  in  fact  they  often  congregate 
there  in  such  swarms  as  to  almost  en- 
tirely hide  the  light  of  conscience  and 
duty  from  the  eyes  of  our  law-makers. 
They  frequently  usurp  the  seats  of  pub- 
lic officers,  and  the  careful  observer  will 
notice  them  on  the  judge's  bench,  and 
in  places  "where  lawyers  most  do  con- 
gregate." Hosts  of  the  same  may  be 
seen  worming  their  way  about  in  liter- 
ary circles,  where  they  follow  the  habit 
of  the  fabled  crow  who  purloined  the 
feathers  of  the  peacock  and  adorned 
himself  therewith.  The  pulpits  and  ves- 
tries of  the  land  have  been  invaded; and 
like  body-lice  these  vermin  infest  the 
sacredotal  vestments  of  professors  of 
religion.  The  species  is  spreading  with 
such  wonderful  rapidity  as  to  threaten 
the  suffocation  of  many  useful  organ- 
isms in  the  social,  intellectual,  religious 
and  political  spheres;  and  the  fact  of  such 
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wide  dissemination  and  rapid  increase 
indicates  strongly  the  necessity  of  a 
thorough  cleansing  and  disinfecting  pro- 
cess; for  these  creatures  flourish  only 
where  there  is  filth. 

Do  you  ask  by  what  means  we  may 
infallibly  recognize  the  animal?  By  the 
marked  characteristics  of  unmodified 
selfishness  and  consummate  hypocrisy. 
When  you  see  him,  beware!  You  will 
find  the  animal  perhaps  where  you  least 
think,  for 

"Great  fleas  have  little  fleas  upon  their  backs  to 

bite  'em, 
And  these  again  have  lesser  still,  and  so  ad  in- 

finitum. 
So  too,  small  fleas  have  greater  fleas  and  greater 

still  to  go  on, 
And  these  again  have  greater  yet,  and  greater 

yet,  and  so  on." 

J.  E.  T. 


ANECDOTES  OF  JOSH    BILLINGS. 

No  writer  of  the  age  has  a  more  uni- 
versal fame  among  civilized  people  than 
Josh  Billings,  who  died  recently  at  Mon- 
terey, California.  The  following  char- 
acteristic anecdotes  are  narrated  by 
Howard  Paul  in  an  Eastern  paper: 

Before  I  left  New  York  I  called  on 
Josh  Billings  with  an  album  and  modest- 
ly solicited  his  autograph.  He  took  it 
on  his  knees,  gave  his  mouth  a  comical 
twist  and  wrote: 

"Thrice  is  he  armed  who  hath  his  quarrel  just," 

—  The  Bard  of  Avon. 

"And  four  times  he  who  gets  his  blow  in  fust." 

— J.  Billings. 

"Mr.  Billings,"  I  said,  at  parting,  "it's 
astonishing  how  your  wise  saws  and 
comical  straws  float  all  over  Christen- 
dom. One  can  scarcely  pick  up  a  paper, 
in  any  part  of  the  world  where  the 
English  language  is  spoken,  but  there, 
in  an  odd  corner,  nestles  one  of  your 
little  grains  of  philosophy.  You  keep 
yourself  well  before  the  public."  His 
reply  was  compact,  pertinent  and  to  the 
point:  "Yes,  sir,  I  keep  myself  just  suf- 
ficiently in  the  public  eye,  without  put- 
ting it  out." 

I'complained  to  Josh  one  September 


night  some  years  ago,  when  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  that  the 
nights  were  so  abominably  hot  I 
couldn't  sleep. 

"My  dear  boy,"  he  replied, "you  ought 
to  accustom  yourself  to  these  American 
alteration^  of  heat  and  cold.  Summer 
and  winter  I  always  sleep  with  three 
quilts.  In  summer,  I  may  remark,  I  put 
them  under  me." 

When  Rubenstein  was  over  here  he 
was  presented  to  Josh,  and  the  pianist 
was  careful  to  impress  the  American 
with  accounts  of  the  nobility  of  his  an- 
cestors. "My  family,"  said  he  loftily, 
"goes  back  to  the  time  of  the  Crusaders. 
My  researches  in  this  direction  enabled 
me  to  discover  that  one  of  my  ancestors 
accompanied  the  Emperor  Barbarossa." 
Josh  smiled,  and  affecting  to  be  im- 
mensely impressed  immediately  re- 
marked: "On  the  piano,  of  course." 

Josh  was  impatient  of  the  airs  and 
graces  of  Boston  shop  girls.  I  went  with 
him  into  a  store  in  Washington  street 
one  day,  and  he  asked  one  of  the 
maidens  if  she  was  the  attendant  who 
had  sold  him  a  handkerchief  the  day 
before. 

"I  am  the  saleslady  who  served  you," 
responded  the  reduced  empress  in 
fringed  hair  and  ringed  fingers,  who 
presided  at  the  counter. 

"Well,"  said  Josh,  "I  will  take  a  dozen 
more,  and  as  I  wish  to  get  them  to  my 
washerlady  at  once  I  will  get  you  to 
send  them  to  my  carriage  around  the 
corner.  My  coach  gentleman  cannot  get 
to  the  door  just  now  in  consequence  of 
the  cart  of  the  ash  gentleman  blocking 
the  way." 

Josh  was  extremely  fond  of  animals 
and  had  a  cat  at  his  house  in  Albany 
which  he  gravely  addressed  as"William." 
I  suggested  that  that  was  a  dignified 
name  for  puss,  as  cats  were  usually 
called  "Tom,"  or  "Tip"  or  a  quick,  short 
cognomen.  "But  that's  a  special,  swell, 
blue-blooded  specimen  of  the  feline 
race,  I  wish  you  to  know,"  rejoined  the 
humorist.  "Recently,  poor  fellow,  he 
has  had  fits  and  since  then  I  call  him 
'Fitz- William.'  " 

Three  little  points  of  interest  before  I 
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close.  Josh  did  the  greater  part  of  his 
best  work  after  he  was  forty  years  of 
age,  and  the  New  York  Weekly  paid  him 
one  hundred  dollars  a  week  for  a  col- 


umn of  "Sayings,"  and  he  wore  the  long 
hair    that    trailed    down   his  back  and 
flowed  over  the  high  coat  collar  to  con- 
I  ceal  an  unsightly  wen  on  his  neck. 


OUR    COLORED    BRETHREN. 


There  is  no  race  of  people  on  earth, 
probably,  that  enjoys  life  and  society 
better  than  "the  darkies"  of  the  South. 
No  people  are  prouder  of  fine  clothing 
and  elegant  jewelry,  and  yet,  when  they 
cannot  get  these  coveted  adornments, 
instead  of  turning  blue  over  it,  their 
ebony  countenances  shine  and  sparkle 
just  as  brightly,  bedecked  in  mock  os- 
tentation, or  even  in  rags.  Highly 
emotional  in  their  natures,  they  are  in- 
clined to  look  upon  the  funny  side  of 
things,  and  not  to  fret  and  worry  over 
troubles  that  may  never  come.  If  you 
want  to  see  a  picture  of  happiness,  all 
over,  go  to  one  of  these  Southern, 
colored  camp  -  meetings,  and  witness 
their  dramatic  performances  and  hearty 
acts  of  devotion. 

Notwithstanding  their  seemingly  un- 
alloyed happiness,  the  more  ignorant, 
especially,  are  harassed  with  supersti- 
tion and  fears.  "I  reckons,  boss,"  said 
a  communicative  ex-slave,  "dat  all  de 
culled  people  ob  de  Souf  war  mighty 
bad  skeered  on  a  hearin  dat  dis  Clebe- 
land  bin  elected.  We  s'posed,  shuah 
enuff,  dat  all  de  darkies  gwine  to  be  sole 
again  inter  slabery."  Some  of  the  ex- 
slaveholders  tell  us  that  the  freeing  of 
these  people  was  not  only  a  curse  to  the 
country,  but  to  the  colored  race — that 
they  were  much  better  cared  for  in 
slavery  than  they  can  care  for  them- 
selves. This  is  true  in  part.  There 
were  humane  and  Christian  masters  who 
did  all  that  the  laws  and  customs  of  the 
Slave  States  would  permit  them  to  do 
for  the  well-being  and  happiness  of 
their  slaves;  and  there  are  some  free- 
men who  manage  poorly  enough.  Those 
who  still  regret  the  abolition  of  slavery 
do  it  from  other  motives  perhaps  than 
the  mere  lack  of  success  among  some 
freedmen.    The  ex-slaves  have  just  as 


true  friends,  however,  among  their  old 
masters  as  among  the  politicians  of  the 
North,  who  are  so  gravely  exercised 
over  their  sufferings. 

We  have  heard  grand  old  ex- rebels 
who  fought  like  tigers  to  keep  intact  the 
shackles  that  secured  to  them, under  the 
Constitution, their  human  chattels — men 
who  lost  tens  of  thousands  by  the  freeing 
of  the  slaves — we  have  heard  such  men 
exclaim,  in  the  fulness  of  their  hearts, 
"thank  God  that  slavery  has  been  abol- 
ished! It  was  the  curse  of  our  country — 
the  ruin  of  our  children.  They  are  now 
thrown  upon  their  own  resources,  and 
have  learned  that  they  must  do  some- 
thing for  themselves,  and  for  the  general 
good,  as  God  designed  that  all  should, 
instead  of  being  pampered  in  idleness 
and  living  only  to  be  waited  on  by  others. " 
They  say  that  they  are  fully  convinced 
that  "the  arm  of  the  Lord  overruled  in 
the  overthrow  of  this  evil."  These  good 
people  desire  to  see  the  freedmen  ac- 
complish something  worthy  of  the  great 
sacrifice  that  has  taken  place  in  their 
behalf. 

Some  of  the  colored  people  are  doing 
fairly  well — better  than  their  former 
masters  in  a  few  instances;  yet  many  of 
them  foolishly  spend  all  their  earnings 
for  whiskey,  or  at  "gay  and  festive  frol- 
ics," failing  to  lay  in  store  anything  for 
"a  wet  day."  And  some  of  the  intelli- 
gent, well-to-do  colored  men,  instead  of 
manifesting  gratitude  for  what  has  been 
done  for  them  as  a  people, are  complain- 
ing and  whining  because  they  do  not 
get  a  full  share  of  the  offices  under  the 
government.  No  man,  black  or  white, 
has  any  just  claims  on  the  government 
for  office,  unless  he  is  better  fitted  than 
any  one  else  that  can  be  found  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  that  office.  When 
such  men  are  hunted  up  for  rulers  and 
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officers,  instead  of  the  offices  being  filled 
by  croakers  and  complainers — chronic 
office-seekers — then  will  we  have  a  pure 
government. 

It  is  not  presumable  that  Providence 
had  no  higher  motive  in  view  in  permit- 
ting rivers  of  blood  to  flow  that  the  black 
man  might  be  free,  and  that  he  might 
fill  a  certain  proportion  of  the  offices  of 
the  government.  No,  the  finger  of  Provi- 
dence clearly  points  to  a  higher  and 
holier  mission  for  the  freedmen.  A  con- 
tinent almost  three  times  as  large  as  the 
United  States  is  stretching  out  her  hands 
for  help.  A  population  larger  than  that 
of  the  United  States,  composed  of  men 
and  women  of  their  own  flesh  and  blood 
sunk  in  ignorance,  barbarism,  and  idol- 
atry,are  groping  for  the  light.  The  black 
men  of  the  South  know  how  to  build 
houses, to  raise  corn  and  sweet  potatoes, 
and  he  who  teaches  his  benighted  coun- 
trymen to  raise  two  stalks  of  corn  where 
but  one  now  grows  will  be  a  benefactor 
to  his  race. 

Africa  abounds  in  natural  resources 
capable  of  unlimited  development  in 
agriculture,  mining,  stock  raising  and 
commerce;  states  and  governments  to 
be  founded  there;  cities  and  railroads  to 
be  built,  and  education,  science,  and  re- 
ligion to  be  disseminated  among  the 
people.  Truly  she  presents  a  field  broad 
enough  for  the  ambition  of  a  Caesar,  a 
Romulus, an  Oakes  Ames,a  Cadmus.and 


a  Moody;  and  here  the  black  man  would 
have  the  inside  track.  Instead  of  playing 
the  part  of  a  petty  politician,  with  little 
show  of  success,  and  nothing  to  win,  let 
him  aim  at  the  higher  and  more  ennobling 
work  of  exalting  his  brother  men.  By  so 
doing  he  will  inscribe  his  name  on  ban- 
ners of  living  light  that  will  wave  high 
above  the  great  pyramids  of  Egypt,  so 
wonderful  in  structure.  If  he  refuses  to 
push  his  way  through  this  great  door,  now 
ajar,  others  will  go  in  and  deprive  him  of 
the  honors  and  renown  in  store  for  him. 
Africa  is  the  next  country  to  be  subdued. 
Stanley  has  excited  the  curiosity  of  the 
world, and  the  enterprising  of  more  than 
one  nation  are  casting  longing  glances 
at  her  great  sources  of  wealth.  No 
people  are  so  well  calculated  to  till  her 
virgin  soil  and  build  up  cities  and  roads 
as  the  strong-armed  colored  men  of  the 
South.  Will  not  some  modern  Moses 
step  to  the  front  and  lead  forth  his  re- 
deemed brethren  to  this  promised  land 
where  they  can  enjoy  full  freedom  of 
rights,  with  nothing  to  blast  a  laudable 
ambition?  It  is  pitiable,  indeed,  to  see 
freedmen  selling  their  votes  for  bad 
whiskey,  or  being  led  or  driven  by  the 
dictum  of  unscrupulous  politicians.  Let 
them  be  men  and  aspire  to  something 
higher  than  "the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt," 
or  they  will  fail  to  reach  the  glorious 
goal  that  awaits  them  through  manly 
aim  and  effort.  Obsewer. 
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Oh  music  full  as  trumpet  call, 

Or  soft  as  song  of  birds; 
What  else  can  human  hearts  enthrall, 

Like  witchery  of  words? 

The  poet's  song,  whose  magic  sweeps 

The  soul,  like  rushing  flame; 
Or  by  its  pathos  silent  sleeps, 

Words  give  immortal  name  ! 

Where  force  enshrined  in  triumph  tells 

Of  oratorical  skill, 
What  calm  of  thought,  what  passion  swells, 

By  power  of  words,  at  will  ! 

When  highest  flight  the  seer  doth  reach , 
Or  psalmist  prophet  sings, 


Where  inspiration  loves  to  teach, 
Words  find  the  ready  wings! 

Test  everv  love-tone  known  on  earth, 

Upon  life's  gamut  set; 
Each  lover,  mother,  child  finds  worth; 

Ah  words  are  music  yet ! 

The  voice  of  prayer,  the  'rapt  appeal 

Of  mercy,  pity,  truth; 
Tell  best  from  hearts  which  thrilling  feel, 

Words  have  perennial  youth! 

Oh  potent  power,  when  thou  dost  bless, 

With  gifts  which  man  engirds; 
My  choice  be  Truth,  and  to  impress, 

Give  witchery  of  words!  Ii.     W.  N. 
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OUR  ENGRAVING. 
The  fine  photo-engraving  which  ap- 
pears as  the  frontispiece  of  this  number 
was  made  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  Captain  Richard  W.  Young  by 
the  New  York  Photo-Engraving  Co.  It 
is  from  a  pen  and  ink  drawing  executed 
by  Dan  Weggeland,  Esq.,  from  photo- 
graphs. The  site  of  the  Temple  at  Jack- 
son County,  at  the  top  of  the  engraving, 
is  a  valuable  drawing  for  its  historical 
interest  to  our  people.  To  those  who 
have  visited  it  the  ground  appears  to  be, 
of  all  other  spots,  the  most  suitable.  It 
is  higher  than  that  surrounding  it  and 
from  the  top  of  a  high  building  located 
upon  it,  one  of  the  most  lovely  land- 
scapes of  America  is  to  be  seen. 

It  is  the  place  to  which  the  thoughts 
of  the  Saints  ever  recur  in  contemplat- 
ing the  future  of  Zion.  Our  hope  and 
expectation  is  that  upon  this  sacred 
spot,  a  view  of  which  is  now  before  us, 
shall  be  reared  the  glorious  Temple  of 
the  Lord,  upon  which  a  cloud  shall  rest 
by  day  and  a  pillar  of  fire  by  night,  and 
within  which  shall  be  performed  the 
most  sacred  ceremonies  pertaining  to'the 
Gospel,  in  the  presence  of  the  most 
holy  personages  of  the  Priesthood,  both 
ancient  and  modern.  Upon  that  spot 
of  ground  every  faithful  Elder  who 
visits  it  feels  involuntarily  to  raise  his 
hat  and  thank  God  for  the  restoration 
of  the  truth,  for  the  privilege  he  has 
of  participating  in  it,  and  for  the  favor 
and  prosperity  that  the  Lord  is  bestow- 
ing upon  His  people,  thus  preparing 
them  to  return  to  Jackson  County  to 
build  the  House  of  the  Lord  and  the 
City  of  Zion. 


At  the  foot  of  the  engraving  is  shown 
the  mouth  of  Fishing  River  as  it  flows 
into  the  Missouri.  In  this  vicinity  several 
of  the  most  important  revelations  were 
received  and  experiences  of  the  most 
interesting  character  to  the  Saints  passed 
through.  But  a  short  distance  higher 
up  the  river  a  party  of  mobocrats  were 
drowned,  it  is  said,  by  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  sinking  their  boat,  as  they  were 
attempting  to  pursue  some  of  the 
brethren. 

The  conspicuous  feature  of  the  en- 
graving is  the  portrait  of  Joseph  Smith 
the  Prophet.  This  purports  to  be  from 
a  daguerreotype  taken  from  life;  but  so 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  discover  by 
diligent  inquiry,  no  such  portrait  was 
ever  taken,  and  we  have  fully  satisfied 
ourselves  that  the  original  of  the  daguer- 
reotype is  the  same  as  that  of  Mr. 
Tullidge's  steel  engraving.  The  latter 
purports  to  be  taken  from  the  oil  paint- 
ing of  Joseph,  which  his  wife  Emma 
always  kept  in  her  room,  and  refused 
during  her  lifetime  to1  have  copied. 
The  engraving  made  from  this  was 
seriously  damaged,  by  the  ignorance 
of  the  engraver,  respecting  the  com- 
plexion and  hair  of  the  original.  In 
the  engraving  an  unnatural  mass  of 
black  hair  is  given  him  and  the  simper- 
ing expression  of  the  face  is  so  intensi- 
fied that  it  is  quite  revolting.  The  en- 
graving was  at  once  condemned,  and 
has  met  with  little  favor  among  the 
acquaintances  of  the  Prophet. 

The  painting  from  which  it  was  made 
has  a  history.  At  the  time  it  was  being 
made,  Joseph  was  very  much  harassed 
by  his  enemies  and  was  full  of  anxiety 
and  care.  His  expression  was  corres- 
pondingly sad,  and  the  artist,  Mr.  Rogers 
from  New  York,  almost  despaired  of 
getting  a  portrait  that  would  be  satis- 
factory. He  was  considerable  of  an 
actor,  however,  and  also  something  of  a 
wit,  and  he  resorted  to  his  drollery  to 
cheer  up  his  subject  and  get  a  happier 
expression  on  his  face.  This  succeeded, 
and  Joseph  was  frequently  thrown  into 
convulsions  of  laughter  while  sitting  for 
the  portrait.  His  endeavor  to  restrain 
the  mirth  that  he  was  thus  made  to  feel 
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supplies  the  most  striking-  expression  of 
the  painting.  He  looks  as  though  he 
were  just  going  to  laugh.  When  it  was 
finished  his  opinion  was  asked  of  it,  and 
he  said:  "It  is  a  pretty  good  likeness  of  a 
silly  boy,  but  not  much  like  the  Prophet 
of  the  Lord." 

Our  engraving  is  made  from  a  draw- 
ing of  the  daguerreotype  with  some 
slight  changes  of  expression  and  an 
original  handling  of  the  hair.  It  is  not 
claimed  that  it  is  at  all  superior,  and  we 
publish  it  as  a  full-face  portrait  on  the 
authority  already  alluded  to.  It  is 
originally  taken  from  the  painting,  and 
while  that  was  not  a  very  good  likeness 
of  the  Prophet,  it  nevertheless  was  the 
only  front  face  view  of  him  that  was 
taken  during  his  lifetime.  Many  of 
those  who  knew  the  original  say  that 
there  is  much  in  this  little  engraving, 
which  reminds  them  of  him.  It  is  worth 
publishing  on  that  account  if  for  nothing 
more. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Carter  has  made  some  very 
fine  photographs  from  the  daguerreo- 
type and  had  them  touched  up  and 
finished  in  good  style.  They  are  the 
most  satisfactory  of  any  that  we  have 
seen  for  a  souvenir  of  the  Prophet,  and 
as  our  engraving  is  only  designed  to 
help  illustrate  the  series  of  articles  on 
the  Missouri  Persecutions,  and  is  not 
suitable  for  any  purpose  but  to  bind 
in  the  volume,  we  recommend  those 
who  desire  its  counterpart  in  larger  and 
more  convenient  form  to  apply  to  Mr. 
Carter. 


THE   MANUAL. 

As  will  be  seen  by  reading  the  minutes 
of  the  Y.  M.  M.  I.  A.  conference  at 
Logan,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
prepare  a  manual  of  instructions  and 
exercises  for  the  use  of  the  associations. 

Such  a  work  has  long  been  necessary, 
for  without  it  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
systematize  the  labor  of  the  Associations. 
There  are  some  exercises  which  should 
be  conducted  regularly  in  every  Asso- 
ciation and  upon  which  a  report  from 
time  to  time  should  be  made.  In  the 
labors  of  Elder  Milton  H.  Hardy  among 
the  Associations,  he  prepared  a  series  of 


subjective  headings  under  which  the 
Scriptural  and  Church  history  subjects 
could  be  taken  up  in  chronological 
order  and  a  progressive  system  be 
observed  in  their  study.  This  series  has 
been  of  great  value  to  the  Associations 
which  have  employed  it,  as  by  its  aid 
their  members,  in  the  course  of  one  or 
two  seasons,  have  become  fairly  conver- 
sant with  the  historical  events  of  the 
Scriptures.  In  the  manual  that  is  being 
prepared  these  subjective  headings,modi- 
fied  and  extending  over  far  more  exten- 
sive ground,  should  be  prepared  and  so 
compactly  presented  as  to  give  the 
reader  a  general  idea  of  the  work  to  be 
accomplished  and  of  the  requirement 
of  each  individual  member  in  doing  it. 

Not  only  may  the  Scriptural  and 
Church  history  subjects  be  presented  in 
this  form,  but  also  the  doctrinal,  histori- 
cal,scientific  and  biographical,  with  refer- 
ences to  the  works  in  which  each  is 
treated;  and  thus  the  manual  may  be 
made  to  supply  the  most  important  aid 
to  the  officers,  in  preparing  programmes, 
and  to  the  members,  in  search  of  general 
information. 

It  will  also  present  instructions  in  re- 
lation to  the  organization,  control  and 
management  of  the  Associations, answer- 
ing the  many  questions  that  are  con- 
stantly arising  upon  those  matters,  and 
supplying  a  guide  to  the  officers,  by 
which  the)-  may  be  directed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  all  their  duties. 

Information  respecting  the  establish- 
ment and  management  of  libraries  and 
reading  rooms,  the  purchase  of  books, 
and  methods  in  reading  them  will  be 
also  matters  that  should  be  carefully 
treated  of  in  the  manual;  and  the  duties 
of  the  Associations  in  regard  to  supply- 
ing amusements  for  the  people  defining 
the  character  and  extent  of  entertain- 
ments for  that  purpose.  There  will 
doubtless  be  many  other  items  of  great 
interest  and  importance  to  the  Associa- 
tions contained  in  this  manual.  The 
brethren  comprising  the  committee  are 
practical  workers  of  long  experience  in 
the  cause  of  mutual  improvementand  we 
can  confidently  look  for  a  work  to  come 
from  them  that  will  be  regarded  as  of  the 
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utmost  value  to  those  whom  it  is  de- 
signed to  benefit.  We  understand  that 
it  is  expected  to  have  the  manual  ready 
for  distribution  about  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary, 1886. 


LOGAN   TEMPLE   LECTURES. 

We  present  in  this  number  the  first  of 
a  series  of  lectures  delivered  before  the 
Logan  Temple  Association.  It  is  en- 
titled "Theology,"  and  is  by  Elder  James 
Z.  Stewart.  It  will  be  read  with  great 
interest  by  our  readers.  We  have  made 
arrangements  to  publish  others  of  a 
similar  character,  though  upon  other 
subjects,as  will  appear  from  the  annexed 
letter.  These  lectures  are  designed  to 
be  very  instructive  and  will  afford  mem- 
bers of  the  Associations  a  large  amount 
of  reliable  information  from  which  they 
can  prepare  themselves  for  many  exer- 
cises assigned  to  them  in  their  meet- 
ings: 

Logan,  Utah. 
Junius  F.  Wells,  Esq.: 

Dear  Brother. — As  the  result  of  the  in- 


corporation of  the  "Logan  Temple  Asso- 
ciation," by  which  was  founded  a  school 
of  science, monthly  lectures  are  delivered 
in  said  Temple.  These  lectures  are  pre- 
pared with  care  and  study,  and  might  be 
of  interest  to  others  than  those  com- 
posing the  class  before  whom  they  are 
delivered.  The  lecturers  or  instructors 
and  subjects  are  as  follows:  Elder  J.  Z. 
Stewart,  "Theology;"  Elder  Moses 
Thatcher,  "Civil  Government;"  Elder 
W.  H.  Apperley,  "Language;"  Elder 
James  A.  Leishman,  "History,"  Elder 
C.  W.  Nibley,  "Domestic  Economy;" 
Elder  John  E.  Carlisle,  "Science." 

We  would  be  pleased  to  have  these 
lectures  published  in  the  Contributor 
if  you  can  find  space  for  them.  Please 
answer  as  to  the  practicability  of  this 
matter,  and  oblige, 

Your  brother  in  the  Gospel, 
M.  IV.  Merrill, 
Prest.  Logan  Temple  Ass'n. 


Frankness  speaks  of  those  present  as 
if  they  were  absent;  and  charity  of  those 
absent  ones  as  if  they  were  present. 
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While  I  occupy  a  few  moments  in 
presenting  a  few  of  my  thoughts  to  you, 
I  trust  I  may  enjoy  a  portion  of  the  same 
spirit  which  every  one  must  enjoy  in 
order  to  edify  the  Saints  of  God.  With 
an  enjoyment  of  this  spirit  an  Elder  can 
always  find  enough  to  say  upon  the  all 
important  subject  of  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel.  They  contain  so  much  truth 
that  is  edifying,  so  much  to  reflect  upon 
that  is  elevating  and  instructing.  Truth 
is  always  a  fitting  theme  to  dwell  upon, 
under  whatever  head  it  may  come; 
whatever  name  may  be  given  to  it. 
"Mormonism,"  or  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  revealed  to  the  Latter-day 
Saints,  is  not  only  truth  itself,  but  em- 
braces and  contains  within  its  principles 
all   truth  which  has  yet  been  revealed, 

*  Delivered  at  Y.  M.  M.  I.  A.  Conference  at 
Ogden  by  Supt.  Edward  H.  Anderson, 


and  all  the  many  truths  that  have  not 
yet  cast  their  brilliant  light  upon  the 
mind  of  man — truths  that  are  kept  in  the 
storehouse  of  the  intelligence  of  God 
until  He  sees  fit,  for  the  good  of  His 
children,  to  manifest  or  reveal  them  to 
the  human  race.  "Mormonism,"  so 
called,  embraces  them  all.  A  belief  in 
the  existence  of  a  God  and  a  knowledge 
that  the  principles  which  Jesus  Christ 
revealed  and  established  while  upon  the 
earth,  are  the  true  plan  of  salvation, 
and  a  daily  conduct  and  work  that  will 
make  this  belief  and  knowledge  felt  in  a 
man's  everyday  life,  are  some  of  the 
points  that  make  a  Saint.  Implicit 
obedience  to  the  principles  of  the  Gos- 
pel must  be  exercised  by  all  who  call 
themselves  Saints.  If  a  man  says  that.he 
is  a  follower  of  Christ  and  obeys  not  the 
commandments  of  his  Savior,  then  he  is 
a  hypocrite  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him. 
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So  also  if  we  profess  a  membership  and 
a  standing  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  and 
know  not  our  duty  and  do  it,  we  act 
unwisely  to  an  extent  that  is  calculated 
to  bring  down  heavy  condemnation 
upon  us  in  a  day  to  come. 

I  said  that  an  obedience  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Gospel  was  necessary  for  a  be- 
liever. Let  us  look  for  a  moment  and  see 
what  were  a  few  of  the  principles  which 
Jesus  taught  while  he  was  upon  the  earth. 
He  taught  first,  faith;  secondly,  repent- 
ance— a  true  repentance  that  came  from 
the  heart  with  a  -full  determination  to 
turn  from  evil  to  better  ways — baptism  by 
immersion  for  the  remission  of  sins,  lay- 
ing on  of  hands  for  the  reception  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  "He  gave  some  apostles; 
some,  prophets;  and  some,  evangelists; 
and  some,  pastors  and  teachers;  for  the 
perfection  of  the  Saints,  for  the  work  of 
the  ministry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body 
of  Christ."  A  true  believer  also  can  not 
doubt  the  word  of  the  Lord.  What  was 
uttered  by  Jesus  when  he  bid  his  dis- 
ciples go  into  all  the  world  to  preach  the 
Gospel  is  as  true  to-day  as  upon  the  da*j* 
when  our  beloved  Savior  made  use  of 
the  words:  "And  these  signs  shall  follow 
them  that  believe:  in  my  name  shall  they 
cast  out  devils;  they  shall  speak  with 
new  tongues;  they  shall  take  up  serpents; 
and  if  they  drink  any  deadly  thing, it  shall 
not  hurt  them;  they  shall  lay  hands  on 
the  sick,  and  they  shall  recover."  Now 
all  who  do  not  believe  this  are  not  true 
believers  in  Christ.  Some  of  the  people 
of  the  world  may  say  that  these  gifts  are 
not  necessary  to-day,  that  they  were 
rather  for  the  conversion  of  the  unbe- 
liever than  for  the  benefit  of  the  Saints. 
There  are  just  as  many  unbelievers  that 
need  conversion  to-day  as  there  were  in 
the  days  of  Jesus.  The  word  of  God  is 
unchangeable,  and  he  who  does  not 
believe  in  the  principles  of  the  Gospel 
as  Jesus  taught  them,  and  in  the  organi- 
zation which  he  effected  when  He  was 
upon  the  earth  and  set  the  pattern,  is 
not  a  true  believer.  He  who  does  not 
believe  that  these  signs  promised  to  the 
Saints  anciently  are  in  the  Church 
to-day  is  not  a  true  believer  any  more 
than  the  man  who  has   chosen   a   faith 


where    neither  the    authority    nor  the 
signs  exist. 

We  believe  that  these  blessings  are 
with  the  true  Church  to-day,  and 
that  they  are  given  for  the  welfare 
of  the  Saints  rather  than  for  the  conver- 
sion of  the  unbeliever.  We  believe  also 
that  the  signs  are  necessary  in  the 
Church.  It  was  a  rare  thing  even  in  the 
days  of  Jesus  that  any  person  was  healed 
who  had  not  either  himself  faith  or  else 
had  some  one  who  possessed  faith  for 
him.  In  his  work  on  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  Apostle  Orson  Pratt  gives  a  few 
examples  to  show  the  principle  upon 
which  the  sick  were  generally  healed. 
It  was  accomplished  through  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ.  "If  the  sick  were  capable 
of  exercising  faith,  then  faith  was  re- 
quired of  them  in  order  to  obtain  the 
blessing.  The  woman  who  had  the 
issue  of  blood  for  twelve  years  said,  If  I 
may  touch  but  his  clothes,  I  shall  be 
whole.  Jesus  turned  to  her  and  said: 
Thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole.  (Mark, 
v.)  When  Jesus  went  over  into  the  land 
of  Genezareth  and  passed  through  their 
villages,  cities  and  countries,  so  great 
was  their  faith  in  Him  that  they  brought 
their  sick  and  laid  them  in  the  streets, 
and  besought  Him  that  they  might 
touch  if  it  were  but  the  border  of  his 
garment,  and  as  many  as  touched  Him 
were  made  whole.  (Mark,  vi.)  Blind 
Bartimeus  cried  unto  the  Lord  for 
mercy.  And  Jesus  said  unto  him:  Go 
thy  way.thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole. 
(Mark,  x.)  When  Jesus  touched  the 
eyes  of  two  blind  men  that  came  into 
the  house  where  He  was,  He  said  unto 
them  according  to  your  faith  be  it  unto 
you.  (Matthew,  ix,  29.)  A  certain  cripple 
heard  Paul  speak,  who,  steadfastly  be- 
holding him,  and  perceiving  that  he  had 
faith  to  be  healed,  said  with  a  loud 
voice,  stand  upright  on  thy  feet.  And 
he  leaped  and  walked.  (Acts,  xiv,  9-10.) 
Many  other  examples  might  be  given 
to  show  that  the  power  of  healing  was 
manifested  through  faith.  Sometimes 
the  faith  of  others  was  exercised  in 
behalf  of  the  sick,  as  example:  A 
woman  of  Canaan  sought  a  blessing  for 
her  daughter  who  was  grievously  vexed 
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with  the  devil.  Jesus  answered  and 
said  unto  her,  O,  woman,  great  is  thy 
faith,  be  it  unto  thee  even  as  thou  wilt. 
(Matthew,  xvi.)  A  centurion  exercised 
faith  in  behalf  of  his  servant  who  was 
sick  of  the  palsy.  And  Jesus  said  unto 
him,  Go  thy  way,  and  as  thou  hast 
believed  so  be  it  done  unto  thee,  and 
his  servant  was  healed  in  the  self-same 
hour.  (Matt.,  viii.)  A  certain  man 
whose  son  had  been  tormented  of  the 
devil  from  a  child,  says  to  Jesus,  if  thou 
canst  do  anything  have  compassion  on 
us  and  help  us.  Jesus  said  unto  him, 
If  thou  canst  believe,  all  things  are 
possible  to  him  that  believeth.  And 
straightway  the  father  of  the  child  cried 
out,  and  said  with  tears,  Lord,  I  believe, 
help  Thou  mine  unbelief.  (Mark,  ix.) 
The  devil  was  rebuked  and  his  son  was 
liberated.  Jairus,  whose  daughter  lay 
at  the  point  of  death  came  to  Jesus  and 
fell  down  before  Him  and  requested 
Him  to  go  and  lay  His  hands  upon  her 
that  she  might  be  healed.  While  on 
the  way  to  his  house  one  met  them 
saying,  thy  daughter  is  dead.  Why 
troublest  thou  the  master  any  further? 
As  soon  as  Jesus  heard  the  words  that 
were  spoken  he  said  unto  the  ruler  of  the 
synagogue,  be  not  afraid,  only  believe. 
(Mark,  v.)  And  Jesus  restored  his 
daughter  to  life  again.  Many  other 
instances  are  recorded  where  friends 
exercised  faith  in  behalf  of  the  sick." 

Do  we  realize  that  the  self-same  faith 
to-day  will  bring  the  self-same  bless- 
ings? We  not  only  realize  this,  but 
every  true  believer  knows  this  to  be  the 
case.  This  promise  alone  is  worth  living 
for;  what  shall  we  then  say  when  all 
others  are  added?  There  are  thousands 
in  our  land  who  can  and  do  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  fact  that  the  gifts  and 
powers  of  God  are  manifested  to  the 
Latter-day  Saints.  If  any  of  my  brethren 
have  not  as  yet  received  this  testimony 
let  them  repent  and  draw  near  to  God 
with  faith  believing  and  their  prayers 
will  be  heard  and  answered.  It  is  their 
duty  to  do  so,  that  they  may  not  come 
under  the  condemnation  that  will  surely 
rest  upon  those  who  have  heard  and  do 
not    believe.    The    promises    that    are 


given  in  the  way  of  signs  following  the 
believer  are  not  all  that  are  vouchsafed 
unto  the  faithful;  by  observing  the  com- 
mand of  God  known  as  the  Word  of 
Wisdom;  they  are  promised  that  they 
shall  receive  health,  that  they  shall  find 
wisdom  and  great  treasures  of  knowl- 
edge, even  hidden  treasures,  and  shall 
run  and  not  be  weary,  and  shall  walk 
and  not  faint,  and  that  the  destroying 
angel  shall  pass  by  them,  as  the  children 
of  Israel  and  not  slay  them.  The  Gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ  as  taught  by 
"Mormonism"  not  only  gives  us  these 
promises  of  joy  and  posterity  upon  the 
earth,  but  it  points  us  upward  to  the 
greatest  of  God's  good  gifts  to  man,  to 
the  star  of  hope,  to  eternal  life  and  asso- 
ciations with  friends  and  families  in  the 
blissful,  endless  ages  of  eternity.  Let 
me  ask  again  is  this  worth  living  for?  Is 
this  worth  sacrificing  a  few  of  the  tran- 
sitory and  at  best  imperfect  pleasures 
of  this  earth  to  obtain?  When  we  revel 
in  the  abominations  of  this  world,  do 
we  know  what  treasures  we  are  risking? 
What  rewards  we  are  missing?  Do  we 
ever  stop  to  think  and  question  our- 
selves as  to  whether  we  are  living  so 
that  we  may  obtain  these  glorious 
promises?  I  am  reminded  of  Paul's 
epistle  to  the  Ephesians  in  which  he 
exhorts  children  to  obey  their  parents 
in  the  Lord  for  this  is  right.  Honor 
thy  father  and  thy  mother;  which  is 
the  first  commandment  with  promise; 
that  it  may  be  well  with  thee  and  thou 
mayest  live  long  upon  the  earth. 

Do  we  as  children  always  do  this;  or 
do  we  not  rather  let  civil  law  become 
our  first  commandment,  fearing  its 
punishment  rather  than  the  displeasure 
of  our  parents?  Let  us  remember  that 
it  is  only  to  the  true  believer  that  the 
blessings  come,  only  to  the  faithful  that 
the  glorious  promises  of  Jesus  Christ 
are  given.  If  we  indulge  in  any  of  the 
vices  and  abominations  of  Babylon, 
then  are  we  no  better  than  the  people 
of  the  world  who  have  received  no 
light  but  grope  in  the  darkness  of  a 
perverse  generation.  Then  can  we  not 
expect  the  gifts  and  blessings  that  have 
been   vouchsafed   to   those   who  would 
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have  faith  in  the  principles  of  light  and 
truth,  and  follow  by  labor  and  example 
the  dictates  of  the  spirit  of  God.  As 
long  as  we  have  young  men  among  us 
who  regard  not  the  commandments  of 
God,  but  rather  follow  after  the  things 
that  are  evil — neglecting  their  prayers, 
manifesting  disobedience  to  their  parents, 
not  paying  due  regard  to  the  sacred  name 
of  God,  making  light  of  the  principles 
of  life  and  salvation,  seeking  rather  the 
transitory  pleasures  of  this  world  than 
the  priceless  riches  of  eternity — we  can 
in  no  wise  expect  to  have  the  gifts  and 
manifestations  of  God  among  us.  Do 
we  desire  to  triumph,  to  break  the 
power  of  the  wicked,  to  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  liberty,  and  to  have  power 
to  wrestle  with  the  Lord,  we  must 
repent  of  all  our  wicked  deeds  and  live 
so  that  we  can  enjoy  the  blessings  and 
gifts  which  have  been  mentioned.  We 
must  know  God,  which  can  only  be 
done  through  an  observance  of  his 
commandments.  If  we  have  been  guilty 
of  any  sins  or  neglects  in  the  past,  let  us 
throw  them  aside,  repenting  sincerely 
before  our  God,  and  I  can  promise  you, 
as  a  servant  of  the  Lord,  that  we  will 
have  power  with  him  even  as  the  Saints 
and  prophets  of  old  had  who  "through 
faith  subdued  kingdoms,  wrought  right- 
eousness, obtained  promises,  stopped 
the  mouths  of  lions,  quenched  the  vio- 
lence of  fire,  escaped  the  edge  of  the 
sword,  out  of  weakness  were  made 
strong,  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  turned 
to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens." 

Upon  the  young  people  of  Zion  de- 
pends her  strength,  and  it  rests  with  us 
to  say  how  long  the  iron  hand  of  perse- 
cution shall  hang  over  the  Saints  of  God. 
If  we  were  prepared  to-day  to  say,  let  it 
be  staid,  it  would  be  so.  and  God  would 
be  pleased  to  answer  our  call.  It  never 
will  be  our  lot  to  live  in  peace,  un- 
molested, until  the  day  when  the  Saints 
of  God  can  call  upon  Him  in  purity  of 
heart  knowing  they  will  be  heard.  It 
is  a  lasting  conflict;  we  can  only  gain 
the  victory  by  faith  and  good  works,  by 
purging  ourselves  from  the  iniquities 
and  abominations  of  Babylon  and  be- 
coming indeed  Zion,  the  pure  in  heart. 


Do   the   officers    of   these    associations 
see   the   necessity  of   labor  among  the 
young  who  are  in  their  charge?     I  say 
we  need  teachers,  men  who  are  devoted 
to  the  cause  of  our  Father  in  Heaven— 
who  are  willing  to  spend  their  time  and 
means  for  the  welfare  of  the  youth  of 
Zion,  teaching  them  the  ways  of  right, 
pointing  them   to   the   glorious  star  of 
promise — eternal   life — lifting   them   up, 
cheering  them  with   words   of  comfort 
to  plod  on  to  be  workers  in  Zion  and 
with  the  power  of  God  urging  them  to 
trample   evil   under  foot,  to  rise  above 
iniquity — themselves  setting  an  example 
that  shall  in   every   way  be   worthy  of 
imitation  and  such  noble  conduct.  With 
a  hundred  such  devoted  men  it  would 
not    be   long  until  the   power  and   in- 
fluence   of   God    would    be   so   strong 
among  us    that    His    richest  blessings 
could  not  be  withheld,  and   we   would 
realize  in  the  fullest  extent  the  blessings 
of    His    promises    and    gifts.     Here  is 
room   for  the  man  who  is  desirous  of 
serving  his  Maker — a  field  whose  fertility 
is  abundant,  whose  scope  is  boundless 
as  the  grace  of  God.     Here  is  work  for 
all  the   young — who   are    ambitious   of 
serving  the  Lord,  and  raising  the  stand- 
ard of  Zion  upon  the  mountains.    There 
need  be  no  fear  of  success  for  God  has 
established  His  work  never  more  to  be 
overthrown.     With  this  promise  before 
us.  with  Truth — the  sum  of  all  existence, 
the  morning  star  of  the  millennium  as 
our  shield,  and  the  power  of  God  as  our 
armor,  triumphant,  victory  to  the  cause 
is  already  assured.     There  is  one  thing 
we  as  individuals  must  do — do  right  and 
keep  the  commands  of  God.    Then   we 
can  have  nothing  to  fear.     A  servant  of 
God  knows  no  fear,  realizing   that  he 
who  would  save  his  life  shall  lose  it,  and 
he  who  would  lose  his  life  shall  find  it. 
But  to  the  transgressor,  the  wrongdoer, 
the  wicked,  there  is  trembling  and  shak- 
ing, because  he  knows  not  the  light  of 
God,  and  can  only  see  with  man's  eyes. 
Let  the  young  people   of   Zion   repent 
and   live  near    to    the    Lord.    Abolish 
trivialities  and  seek  the  association  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  which  brings  peace  of 
mind  and  joy  in  even  the  darkest  hours 
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of  earth.  Let  those  who  will  not  serve 
God  be  purged  out  from  the  midst  of 
Zion — and  let  God's  people  rejoice  in 
the  storms  that  shall  cast  the  wicked 
overboard,  that  the  sunshine  of  peace 
may  follow  the  black  storm  of  persecu- 
tion— a  day  when  the  world  shall  receive 
the  vials  of  wrath  which  shall  be  poured 
out  upon  the  wicked,  before  the  great 
and  mighty  day  of  the  Lord,  when  he 
shall  come  to  dwell  with  his  Israel  a 
thousand  years,  when  the  Lord  of  hosts 
shall  reign  in  Mount  Zion,  and  in  Jerusa- 
lem, and  before  his  ancients  gloriously. 


May  we  be  among  the  happy  throng 
who  shall  sing  hosannah  to  His  name 
when  the  wolf  shall  dwell  with  the 
lamb,  and  the  leopard  shall  lie  down 
with  the  kid,  and  the  calf  and  the  young 
lion  and  the  fatling  together;  and  a 
little  child  shall  lead  them.  When 
nothing  shall  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  His 
holy  mountain.  When  the  earth  shall 
be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  as 
the  waters  cover  the  sea.     Amen. 


History  is  the  preserver  of  good  deeds 
and  the  avenger  of  bad. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL   CONFERENCE. 

The  regular  conference  of  the  Y.  M. 
M.  I.  A.  was  held  in  the  Logan  taber- 
nacle October  7th,  at  seven  o'clock  p.m. 
A  large  congregation  assembled  and 
numerous  representatives  from  the  var- 
ious Stakes  were  present.  Elder  Junius 
F.  Welis  presided.  After  singing, 
and  prayer  by  Superintendent  M.  F. 
Cowley,  reports  were  made  by  the  fol- 
lowing representatives:  E.  H.  Anderson, 
Weber  County;  Wm.  H.  Seegmiller, 
Sevier;  Wm.  G.  Brough, Morgan;  George 
H.Brimhall,  Utah;  M.  F.  Cowley,Oneida, 
and  L.  R.  Martineau,  Cache.  The  re- 
marks made  by  these  brethren  were  of 
a  very  interesting  character.  They  in- 
dicated that  among  the  speakers  a  deep 
feeling  of  interest  in  the  work  of  mutual 
improvement  prevails,  and  that  the  Asso- 
ciations are  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
Many  timely  suggestions  for  the  future 
were  offered.  Prominently  among  these, 
the  importance  of  system  and  uniformity 
in  the  exercises,  were  dwelt  upon. 

Elder  Junius  F.  Wells  addressed  the 
conference,  directing  attention  to  the 
progress  that  has  been  made  by  the 
Associations,  and  to  the  allusion  made 
to  them  in  the  epistle  of  the  Presidency, 
of  the  importance  of  observing  the  in- 
junction to  faithfulness  contained  in  it, 
and  of  the  Young  Men's  Associations 
doing  their  part  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  youth  of  Zion.    He  spoke  of  the 


necessity  of  system  and  regularity  in  the 
exercises,  and  referred  to  the  proposi- 
tion made  two  years  ago  to  publish  a 
manual  of  exercises  and  instructions, but 
which  was  for  the  time  being  abandoned 
to  give  the  Preceptor  a  trial.  It  has 
been  found  that  the  Preceptor  classes 
are  doing  well  and  adding  great  interest 
to  the  Associations,  but  it  does  not  re- 
lieve them  of  the  necessity  for  a  manual 
of  more  general  exercises.  It  had  there- 
fore been  determined  to  take  the  matter 
up  and  a  committee  would  be  appointed 
to  perform  the  labor. 

The  officers  were  then  sustained  as 
follows:  Wilford  Woodruff,General  Sup- 
erintendent; Joseph  F.  Smith  and  Moses 
Thatcher,  Counselors;  Junius  F.  Wells, 
Joseph  A.  West,  Rodney  C.  Badger, 
Assistants;  Nephi  W.  Clayton,  General 
Secretary;  Wm.  S.  Burton,  Treasurer. 
The  General  Officers  and  Edward  H. 
Anderson,  George  C.  Lambert,  B.  H. 
Roberts,  Benjamin  Cluff,  Jr., and  George 
H.  Brimhall  were  sustained  as  Special 
Committee   on   Manual  of  Instructions. 

Joseph  A.  West  addressed  the  meeting 
very  interestingly,saying  that  it  afforded 
him  pleasure  to  attend  the  conferences 
of  the  Associations,  and  that  he  would 
be  glad  to  do  so  whenever  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  time  and  place  of  such 
meetings.  Conference  was  adjourned 
for  six  months.  Benediction  by  Charles 
W.  Stayner. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT    FOR    VOLUME    SEVEN. 


The  publisher  of  the  Contributor  takes  pleasure  in  announc- 
ing to  its  numerous  readers  and  the  public  generally,  some  of  the 
leading  features  of  the  new  volume  which  commences  in  October. 

THE   MISSOURI  PERSECUTIONS. 

Arrangements  have  been  made,  at  great  expense,  to  illustrate  a 
series  of  articles  on  the  Persecutions  of  the  Latter-day  Satnts  in 
Missouri,  with  scenes  of  the  most  interesting  events. 

Photographs  of  these  scenes  (from  which  pen  and  ink  sketches 
have  been  made  by  Dan  Weggeland,  Esq.)  were  taken  by  our  own 
representative,  Elder  B.  H.  Roberts,  who  visited  the  places  for  that 
purpose,  and  descriptions  of  them  will  be  wriiten  by  him.  They 
will  include  the  following: 

Temple  Site  at  Jackson  County,  Mo.  (The  Centre  Stake  of  Zion), 

Battle  Scene  at  Crooked  River  (Where  Apostle  David  Patten  fell), 

House  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  at  Far  West, 

Haun'S  Mill  (Scene  of  the  massacre). 
The  Mouth  Of  Fishing  River  (Scene  of  the  steamboat  explosion), 
liiberty  Jail  (Where  Joseph  and  six  others  were  imprisoned), 

Adam-Ondi-Ahman  (Showing  relics  of  the  ancient  altar), 

Lyman  Wight's  House,  at  the  Valley  of  Diahman, 

Richmond  Court  House  and  .Fail. 

Also  a  FULL  FACE  PORTRAIT  of  JOSEPH  SMITH,   the  PROPHET. 

Great  care  is  being  taken  to  have  these  views  carefully  engraved, 
and  to  present  them  and  the  narrative  of  the  thrilling  incidents, 
which  they  illustrate,  in  the  most  authentic  manner,  that  they  may 
be,  not  only  of  immediate  interest,  but  of  permanent  value  to  the 
students  of  Church  History. 

In  this  connection  we  desire  to  procure  the  names  of  oil  living 
Saints  who  passed  through  thai  period  of  our  people's  history,  viz: 
1831  to  1840,  and  will  send  the  Magazine  Free  for  One  Year  to  the 
head  of  each  family  who  will  send  us  their  names,  places  and  times 
of  oirth,  period  spent  in  Missouri,  and  brief  account  of  experiences 
there  with  their  present  address. 

The  new  volume  will  be  replete  with  the  usual  variety  of 
original  matter,  from  the  pens  of  our  best  local  writers,  embracing 
numerous  sketches  of  travel,  biographies,  religious,  political,  scientific^ 
historical  and,  narrative  contributions,  Christmas  Stories,  Poetry, 
etc.,  etc. 

Subscription:   TWO    DOLLARS   a   Year,    in    Advance. 

BOUND    VOLUMES,    $2.50. 

Volumes  Bound  for  subscribers  at  Fifty  Cents  each. 

N.  B. — Any  Subscriber  for  Volume  Seven,  paying  $2.25  in 
advance,  will  receive  the  Magazine  for  a  year,  and  have  it 
bound  Free  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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JUNIUS    F.    WELLS, 

40  EAST  TEMPLE  STREET, 

SAJLT    MjAKB    CATT. 


BOUND  VOLUMES 


BOUND    VOLUMES    OF 


MAY  BE  OBTAINED  AT  THE  OFFICE,  NO.  40,  MAIN  STREET 


Volume  One,  1879.  Moses  Thatcher's  "Confidence"  Series. 

Volume  Two,  1880.    "Mexico  and  the  Mexicans" 

Volume  Three,  1881.    "Sermons  of  the  Prophets." 

Joseph  and  Hyrum  Smith's  Steel  Engravings. 

Volume  Four    1882.    ®eo-  ^-  ^miin>        I  Biographies  & 

Jedediah  M.  Grant, )    Engravings. 

N.  B. — We  are  out  of  this  volume,  and  will  pay  $2.00  for  complete  sets  of  numbers  in  good  condition. 

Volume  Five,   1883.    "The  Three  Witnesses,"  Engraving, 
and  Reynolds'  "History  of  the  Boole  of  Mormon." 

Volume  Six,  im.  "The  Bishops'  Volume."  The  History 
of  the  tiaronic  Priesthood,  and  four  Steel  Engravings 
of  the  Presiding  Bishops. 

PRICE  PER  BOUND  YOLDME,  $2.50. 

YOLlJME  SEYEN,   1885. 

The  Missouri  Persecutions,  Illustrated. 

Any    Subscriber  paying   $2.25    IN     ADVANCE, 
will  receive  the  volume  and  have  it  bound " 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  FREE. 

Back  Volumes  Bound  in  half  leather  "bindings,  for  sub- 
scribers, at  Fifty  Cents  each.  They  make  elegant  and 
valuable  books  for  the  library. 
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HOT    SPBING 
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2%e  Famous  Sot  Springs  north  of  Salt  Lake 
City  have  been  purchased  and  fitted  up  for  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  patrons.  Large  and 
Elegant  Bath  Rooms  have  been  erected,,  and  every 
facility  is  being  afforded  the  pleasure  and  health 
seeker  for  the  enjoyment  of  these  delightful  and 
health-giving  waters. 

Analysis  and   Testimonials    of  their    Medicinal  Proper- 
ties will  be  published  at  an  early  day. 

taarMle  Cures  of  Varied  Diseases 

Have  been  effected  by  their  use. 


Hot  Springs  Water  to  Bathe  in. 

Hot  Springs  Water  to  Drink. 

We  are  confident  that  at  an  early  date  Hot 
Springs  Water  will  be  classed  among  the  Best 
Medicinal   Waters  in  the  world. 

JOKtf    BECK,  Proprietor. 
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Capital  Stock,  SI 00,000. 


Fully  Paid  Up,  $60,000. 


GPP,  ODELIi  %  60., 

(ffitcorporatfb.) 

HEBER  J    GRANT,   Prest.,  JOSHUA  F.  GR^NT,  Vice-Prest., 

F    M.  LYMAN.  JOHN   HENRY  SMITH, 

ABRAM  HATCH,  O.  A.  WOOLLEY, 

GEORGE  T.  ODELL,  Secy,   and  Treas. 

We  are  prepared  to  conduct  an  extensive  trade  in  Wagons,  Carriages, 
Farm  Implements,  etc., 

AND     SOLICIT     EXAMINATION     OF     OUR     GOODS     AND     PRICES. 


MrTGHElyL,   WAGON, 

UNEXCELLED     fOR     DURABILITY, 

Gilpin  Sulky  Plow,  Walter  A.   Woods  Harvesters, 

Massillon  Threshei%s,  Gale  Plows  and  Rakes, 

Concord   Harness,  Buffalo  Barbed   Wire, 

GENERAL    AGRICULTURAL    SUPPLIES. 

Half  Block  South  of  Theatre, 
S-A-T-iT     I-i-A-K:E3     CITT.     TJ07-A.I3:. 
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